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THTRO SUCTION 


Althouch practically all religious ¢reups are opposed to universal 
military training, they have been forced to deal with the fact of 
@ peacetine draft. The Korean conflict and the continuation of 
world tension has resulted in an increasing concern on the part of 
the churches for the large numbers of young men who must serve in 
the Armed Ferces. In this thesis we have attempted te sake a survey 
of how some of the Protestant Churches and gro ps of churches have 
tried to meet this challenge, 

In the course of the study the writer interviewed four secrstaries 
of Armed forces work for Frotestant denominations, and mailed qiese 
tionnaires to ten church leaders in this type of work, Eight of these 
questionnaires were filled in and returned, Another one of these 
ten leacers sent information regercing the work of his church but 
did not fill in the questionnaire, Lettere and informational material 
wers received from two ether interdenominational commissions on 
Chaplains and Military Personnel. 

The study ban not only been concerned with what the churches 
sre doing for service personel, cut also with the efforts of church 
Leacers t© awaken the interest of local churches in performing a 
spiritual ministry for their youth, vefore, curing and after military 
gorvice.s 


Probsbly the greatest contribution the churches make toward 
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supplying a spiritual sinistry to service personnel is the furnishing 
of clergymen who serve as chaplains in uniferm wherever nailitary 
personnel are stationed. This thesis however, is prisarily concerned 
with the direct ainistry of the denominations through the iocal 
church to the man or woman in the Armed Services. 

In acdition te correspondence from church leaders, the writer 
has used a nuuber of covernment and church pamphlets and booklets, 
as well as rds orn experiences in the preparation of the thesis. 

Succestions are mace concerning ways in which the writer feels 
the ministry to military personnel might be improved, but no pretense 
4s made of reaching earth shaking conclusions. The study is en 
attempt to summarize the historical beckground concerning the Service 
of the Churches te Service Personnel, and te survey the present cay 


thinking of church leaders charged with this responsibility. 
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CHAPTER I 


BISTORICAL ~ er OF THE GEXVICE OF THE 
CHURGHES TO SUEVICE PURSCHNEL 


Prier te World Wer I 


Churches of America have furnishec Chaplains since the cays 
£ the Continente] Army anc Navy, but their greatest concern for 

the apiritual and moral welfare of military pereonnel hes been nost 
evident during periods “hen our country was at war. In this they 
were merely Tollowing the interest in service personne] maentfested 
yy the public in feneral,. 

in Movember 1861 the Young Men's Christian [Association sponsored 
the orvanisation of the United States Christian Comaission which wag 
the forerumer of the aodern United Services Crganization. Aside 
from the @ible Secleties, which had teen furnishing seriptures to 
military personnel for many years, this Comaission marks the begine 
ning of orvenized inter-denominationel sfforte to supplement the 
chaplains work, Pioneering in a new field the Comaission rendered 
outstanding services during the Civil War. “l'srhape, one of the 
best services renderec by the Comaission was the awakening of the 


Christian conscience of the United States to the needs of service mene®t 





1. ©. 4 Drury, HISTORY OF THE CRAPLAIN CORPS, US NAVY, YOL T, 
Washington, D.Cey 1949, Pe 976 
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One of the turning points in the interest of the Protestant 
churches in the Armed Dervices came with the founding of the Federal 
Counell of Churches in 1906, and the subsequent orzanisation of the 
CouneLl'a Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains, 

imtiL sbout SO years ago the appointment of aillitary cheplains 
was usua@liy on a political basis, and was in aest cases # personal 
matter os far as the clergymen were concerned, In 1905 the oman 
Gatholic Archbishops of America appointed a representative to work 
with the government in the appointaent of Catholic chaplsins, and 
in 1905 the Methodist Episcopal Church, North, provided a sinilar 
representation in the form of a committee, The Yederal Council of 
Churehes Committee on Chaplains, referred to above, was organised 
in 1913, This Comaittes urged the various denominations to establish 
their own chaplains comslasiona, Among the first to do this was the 
Lutheran General Council, and the Disciples of Christ. The Army 
and Navy were grateful for the assistance of church bodies in securing 
properly qualified chaplains, This cooperation was sepscially 


appreciated during the expansion of the Arasd forces in World War I.* 


Daring World tar I. anc Follow. 





The IMCA, supported by many Protestant groups, wreatly enlarged 
its activities et howe and overseas during Sorld far I, to provice 


for the physical, wentel, and spiritual welfare of service personnel. 
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Among the Homan tatholice the Anights of Colombus, Catholic Young 
 fien's Union and the Chaplains Aid Association set up an extensive 
program to serve Catholic men in uniform, under the coordination of 
the Catholic Welfare Conference organised in August 1917. ‘hie 
reeame the National Catholic felfare Conference in 1919,9 This is 
but one example of an orcanisation, formad to minister to military 
personnel, which has become a permanent azeney with additional 
functions, Other such gro.ws were the Jewish kalfare Foard, and 
the Mationsl Lutheran Council. This Council wes actually en oute 
growth of the experience of Lutheran cooperation through the Commission 
for Soldiers and Sailors in World var I, 

In addition to these groups, the Salvation Army and most of the 
larcer Protestant churches conducted &@ program of ministering to the 
spiritual welfare of military personel, The Presbyterian Church, 
Yeeke claims the distinction of being the first Protestant charch 
to establish a National Service Comission, ‘Some of these aczencies 
set wp their own service centers on Army, Navy, and Vaerine Corps 
bases, After several of these larger groups had conducted their 
om ‘unc reising drives, a cooperative fund drive was orgeniszed. 

The "United War York Campeimm" proved hishly successful even though 
it wae leanched the week that ine Armistica was signed. Services 


provided by these religious groups includad, recreation centers, 
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overnight lodging, religious instruction classes and eiscussion eroups, 
ag well as furnishing Hitles, prayer books, and many types of devotional 
literature. Siany churches furnished Service Pastors who ministered 
to military personnel and their dependents in areas nerr Larve 
military bares. 

Curing the cays of demobilization after 1916, most of the church 
groupe disbanded, or creatly reduced the activity of thelr comaittces 
for working with servicemen, Hany of the church lesders were caucht 
in the widespread feeling of disillusionannt concerning the nar, and 
military service in general, during this perlod, A few oditorials 
urged the charches to cet out of the chaplaincy bisinese and sharply 
eriticised the iederal Council for ite pert in chaplainey mattors 
since its organization,” Hometimes young people, who entered the 
firmed Servicss, found that the cemilneness of their Christian seiw 
was questioned by this action, The writer, who servad froa 1923 to 
1935 as an enlisted Karine, sound this attituce in churches and 
especially when he returned as an ex-sorvicoman to become a minise 
terial student. Onky a@ very small percentage of churches ner 
miiitary bases carried on an active program for servicenen curing 
the period between forld ver I and Ii, 

In spite of criticiem, and demande by various church groups 


that the General Coamittee on Army and Navy Chaplains should be 


a le UR ARLE 
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overnight lodging, religious instruction classes and diecussion croups, 


ag well as furnishing Hitless, prayer books, and many types of devotional 


Literature, Many churches furnished Service Pastors wha einistered 
to allitary personnel and their capendents in areas nerr Laree 
military bases. 

Curing the days of demobilisation after 1918, most of the church 
groups disbanded, or «reatly reduced the activity of thelr comaittces 
for working with servicemen, Hany of the church leaders were caurcht 
in the widespread feeling of disillusionannt concerning the rar, and 
military service in ceneral, during this period, A few aditorials 
urged the churches to cet out of the cheplaincy bisinese and sharply 
eriticised the iederal Council for ite pert in chaplaincy nattars 
since its organizations” fometimes young people, who entered the 
Armed Services, foun! that the cemilneness of their Christian wait 
was questioned by this action, The writer, who served froa 1933 to 
1935 as an enlisted Marine, vound this attitude in churches and 
especially when he returned ag an ex—serviceman to become a Ti Bee 
terial student, Only a very small percentage of churches neor 
military bases carried on an active program for serviceyen curing 
the period between forld ber I and Ti, 

In spite of criticiem, and demande by various church groupe 


that the General Committee on Army and Navy Chaplains should oe 
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disbanded, it continued to function and was available to serve as 
a coordinating agency between the churches and the Armed forces when 


World War II started. 


During World War II and Following 


With the build up of America's Armed Forces before and during 
World War U1, a mmber of church groups organized or strengthened 
their existing avencies for performing a spiritual ministry to 
military personnel, The National Lutheran Council, for example, 
undertook a survey of all military training centers in an effort to 
determine needs, after Congress passed the draft law in September 
190, After hearing the report in January 19h], the Council voted 
to make a general appeal for funds to launch an extensive ministry 
to military personnel. Similar activity was taking place in several 
of the larger denominations, Devotional literature for the men, and 
equipment for the chaplains was being prepared. 

Agencies of the three major religious groups for endorsing 
clergymen as chaplains weres The Military Ordinariate, organized in 
1917, in New York City for Catholics; the Army and Navy Kelicious 
Activities of the National Jewish Welfare Board in New York Citys; 
and the General Comsission on Army and Navy Chaplains in Washington, 


D.C. The General Comission represented 30 Protestant cenominations. 





6. Osborne Hauge, LUTH°RANS WORKING TOGETHFR, New York 195, pe 76. 
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Some other denominations worked closely with the General Commission 
Other groups, Southern Baptist, “piscopal, and Lutheran, cealt 
directly with the Araed Services. The fact that a clergyman was 
encorsed by his church end still remained under ite authority cave 
him a peculiar status in the Armed forces. It results in his being 
@ special link with home for the man or woman in militery service, 
Larzely dua to the nature of its organization the Roman Catholic 
Church had greater facilities for filling its quota of cheplains, 
nor did the Jewish group have too mach difficulty meeting ite quote. 
Pratestantisa, with its indepencent and diverse elements, never 
reached its quota of cheplains, although some denominations met 
or exceeded their apportionsent. Almost 12,000 ministers, priests, 
and rabbis had served in the Armed Services through the nearly four 
years of war by the time it was over, / 

Utilising experience cained in Worle Nar I, most churches did 
& much better job of assisting their chaplains, anc in performing 
a ministry to military personnel than in the first war. %xtensive 
campaigns for funds were conducted and millions of dollers were 
raised by churches for work with scrvicemen, Many churches set 
up effective programs of aiding demobilized chaplains end veterans 
in readjusteent into the comunity. Wide publicity in religious 


periodicals and other media was given by the churches. 
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Curing the days of demolilisgation in 1946, most church acencles 


| organized to minister to wilitary persenne] were crastically reduced 


in sise, die-eaiablished, or merged with other departments, This 


was natural developacnt, the emervency way over @ the fire wae out, 
and the uniforms could ce put aside. Naintaining a supply of troope 
for our worldwide comaiizents, however, meade the continuation of the 
draft necesssry, and this fact coupled with the cevelopment of the 
“Cold War" csused much discussion of a Universal Military Training 
program for Americe, The outbreak of the ‘orean conflict was a 
boiling point in the "Cold Has," which cenvinolngly denonstrated 
the fact that we were in what some hsve called a continuing crisis. 
Although practically 211 religisus groups are opposed to 
Universal Military Training they, as all Americans, have beer 
faced with the fact of a peace time craft. It wes becoming evicent 
to many thet sainteining ailitery defensive strength acainst seeression 
is no longer a temporary wetter, tat wild probebly be a prolonged 
part of cur national life. 
Yow are the Proteatant Churches of Smerica meeting this challenge? 
The remaining chapters of this work constitute en attempt to answer 


some aspects of this queation. 
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CHAPTOR IL 


GROWING AWANYNESS OF THN HebD TOR A LONG RANGE PROGRAM 


afore Korea 


With the continuetion of the dreft alter Japan's defeat, and 


the talk of Universal Military Training many educatora and church 


leaders became conesrned. They voiced their protests at the prospects 


of a great many young men being separated from the character building 


forces of home, school, and church. In October 1919, partly es a 
result of this manifest concern, rreeident Truman appointed nine men 
and women to "The Fresident's Committea on Keligion and Walfare in 

the Armed Forces.” This number was later increased to eleven. All 
were volunteers and all were prominent in public affairs and social 
welfare activities. It wes appointed “to enccurace and promote the 
religious, moral and recreational welfare and character guidance of 
persone in the Armed Forces.” One reezon for such 2 comnittice nas 

the fact that the drmad Forces had 630,00 young men under the ace 

of 21. The Committee sought to stiminate a public awereness ef the 
needs of the peace time servicesan.® 

The severe cutbecks in military personnel which took place 
in 19h9 somewhat dulled the edge of this Committee's omphasis upon 





8. Ce Me Drury, HISTORY OF THE CRAPLAIN CORPS, US NAVY, YOL IY, 
Washington, [.6., 1953, pe 7 
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the nawiin of peace time service personel, itv was not until June 
L950 that the country was jolted into action and churches and related 
groups guch us the USO sericusly begen to strengthen and expand 


their efforts on behalf of military personnel. 


Caurer for Concern 


Daring the first year cf the Korean coniLict, it seems that 
officers of the Areed forces became convinced of the enduring nature 
of the overall struggle. The Armed forces Ghepleins board, composed 
of the three Chiefs of Chaplains, recegnised this factor and sought 
epoortunities to inform the religious leaders of America concerning 
the need for a Lomg range plan ter @ contimuing ministry to military 
personnel. 

the Secretaries of church Armed Services Departuents became 
concermmed shuut the churehss ministry to young peopies berore they 
entered the Ansed Services. The chaplains contacts with reeruits 
disclosed tet many of these yowig people, including members oi 
churches, were entering the service with @ negative attitude of 
rosignation, voye end giris in high schools and collezes were talking 
ef the “qo lost years" in military service. Some pastors were 
secing their young people off with a *keep~-youreciineup" type of 
pep talk, urging thes to acquiescence in the ailitary service as 
though temporarily abandoning them te a spiritual and iniellectnel 


Var Wile 
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Another disturbing thing was the somewhat provefling idea that 
Simply because a man was old enough for military duty he was thereby 
spiritually and emotionally mature enough to cope with the many 
temptations which beset a young man awey from home. In contrast ta 
this view, resent atudies made in the Armed Yorces reveal a dearth 
of moral, standards among young people entering the military service, 
It was found for instance, that 50% of a basic norm of 3,000 teen~ 
Ggera entering the Navy and Warine Corps show no sense of obligation 
toward observing established standards of sexual behavior. Among 
this same number 865 drink alcoholic beverages to varying decrees, 
either irresponsibly with no concern for their actions when crunk, 
or to allay their personal problema, Contrary to the commonly 
expressed opinion that it is the military life which leads to drinking 
the studies indicate only 7% of those who dcrink adopted the habit 
after entoring the services? Allowing for the usual sargin of error 
in this type of study, when the results are considered in connection 
with the teenage crime rate the creat need for preind:ction preparation 
becomes evident, 

It is not enough to bemoan the fact thet military service 
separates a aan from the character tuilding forces of church, school, 
and home, but positive steps must be taken to spiritually prepere 


him for that period, These and other factors led to conferences 





9, NAVY TTS, danuary 28, 1956, pe 15. 
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among church leaders concerning the serious implications of these 
matters, and to draw up plans for a constructive program to meet the 
needs, Present programs being used in this regard are discussed in 


Chapter Lite 


oteps in Arouging Concern 


Press releases and magazine articles have publicized the military 
character cuidance program, and that it was necessitated by the 
fact that many recruits were not morally prepared for life in the 
service, Coming from the social background that was producing s0 
mach juvenile delinquency, these young men needed spiritual help. 
The story of the religious ministry of the chaplain was disseminated 
to show that service life need not be a spiritual vacuum, Radio 
and television shows urged people not only to write to service 
personnel, but to make their letters helpful instead o! necative. 

Yany church leaders came to @ new awareness of the needs in 
this area through attendance at one of the seminars or conferences 
for religious leaders conducted by the Armed Forces, In April 1951 
the lath Naval District, conducted an Orientation Conference for 
religious and educational leaders, These leaders were taken on 
tours of the station by Chaplains and other Officers who explained 
what the Navy was doing to conserve and develop spirituel and moral 
values amongst naval personnel. In 1952 Naval District Chaplaing 


completed a series of nine such seminars in their respective districts. 
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| “There were 1253 religious leaders and adcators in attendance at 

heae eonfarences.*® In the I'all of L952 the writer secoupanied 

& toam from the Oepertnert ef Cefenge which conducted similar confer~ 

ances in four West Coast cities, One sember of the team was Dr, 

cherwoed Gates, Director of the Community helatione Office of tine 
Ady Fores, A religious educator, who served with the President! s 
Committees on Neligion and ielvare in the Amaed Forces, Dr. Gates 
hes been en influential scokeeam in arousing the churches te action. 
In 1653 representative relisious leaders met with the Armed 
Forees Thaplaina Beerd in Washington, D.C. ani ciseussed how church 
croups and the Armed Forces can work together to do three things: 
(1) Spiritually prepare the young sen for military service; (2) Minister 
to him in the sarvices and (3) lielp him sake proper acjustments when 
he returns home. fs a reeult of thie meeting a booklet entitled 
"fullders of Taith" waa produced by the Armed Forces Cheplaing Poarad, 
with the essistance of these representative religious leaders, It 
is an avpeal for church and comunity leadere to join together with 
chaplains in providing for the spiritual and moral developasnt of 
young Americana, It a«oke to show thet this is not solely the task 
of the Armed Forres, wut thst 1% is the responsibility of the entire 
comunity, It sets forth ideas to be used in minigtering to “Those 


Service people Fist your Co@gunity" and "Io these Service pecpie IN 
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«Se 
your Community. ell the heotlet in an exeellent expression of the 
_ tro wey reletionship that should eziat between the Aracd Forees and 
| the churches in this matter, 
Some of the atferts put ferth by Protestant leaders to arouse 
| the churches to action in serving military personnel may be sven 
in two eciteriais which appesred in the Hational Couneil OC TLOCK 
in 1953. One of tharve was "A Time for Awereness" in the April 1953 
| issue in witch the editor called attention to the "quist uncbtrusive 
tat vast chance going in the pattern of sur netional Life uncer the 
impact of social forces lergely unrecesnised by the churches.” The 
Armed Forces constitute cur Lerrest echeational institution, recoiving 
and gradsating a million students each year. Henne the editor says, 
thia is a matter of inescapable concern for all Americans but of 
apecital coneern to the churches. If the churches Limore or contime 
to ba uneware of the natura and seoape of this now ofteation the 
editorial werns thet the churches are threatening tneir very liver 
within a ceneration. The churches must assume responsibility, “for 
developing more numeroug and effective ways of extending the influence 
of the Christian Gospel to servicemen, "12 


Another editorial, cesicned to awaken tha churches to take 


steps for meeting this need, appearet in the dune 1953 issue of the 





lle "Puilders of Faith," a Departeent of Sefense Publication, 1955, 
Pe le 
12, TWTOFAL COURCTL OUTLOOK, April 1953, pe iv. 
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OUTLOOK, ‘intitled "Our Christian heeponsibility for Youth in the 
Armed Forces," it peints out thet, ‘as the result of a vast change 
Which has taken place within our national life, our churches are 
con: ranted with @ responsibility of which they are not fully aware.” 
The pattem of living therofore for milliona of vasa especially 
yours, peoples will Se drastically changed recause they are away from 
normal associations, “facing Loneliness, inaecurity, anc uncertainty 
eee@kposed to greater moral temptations than at home.” The editorial 
giates that the churches responsibility is three folds 
(1) imperative to cive strong moral and spiritusl support to the 
chaplains vy letting them “know that their service is constantly 
eppreciated es one of the most strategic forms of the Christian 
ministry today." 
(2) "“very local church mist develop effective ways of eaping in 
contimous touch and fellowship," with those in the Armed Forces 
while they are away from home. 
(3) Churches near beces mst give special attention to hospitelity 
and Tellewship for servicenen,23 

To some antent at least, these two editorials swemarize the 
thinking of church leaders who were most concerned about the need 
for a spiritual ministry to militery personnel. They also reflact 
the desire of these leaders to stair up the churches to undertake 





13. Ibide, June 1953, pe 17. 
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@ “efinite verocram of action. 


Uvidenceg of Awareness 





Crarech Leaders who are in charge of church cepartuante Tor 
service to the Armed forces are on the whole becoming much more 
mmre of the neod for a nore comprehensive program io minister on 
a comtimring basta, Most of than hava atiended several ov the 
conferences described ahere, and have visited overseas teases. ihe 
prohlea faeed by these executives is how to make their denominational 
acencies and local churches sore awere of thw need. This wepect of 
their task is discussed in Ghapter Vii. 

Se incdleation of the growing owareness among religious Luaders 
of the need, is thet soma church todiss have Lecome cullficiently 


concerned to enlarge the staifl of their Armed Cervices Pepartusnts. 


Others have added, "Ministry to frand lorces,” or uleailar cosignations 


to the title of their cheplains committee, in their new consistutlon 
approve: in 1955 the Ceneral Comission on Chaplains added “and 
krmeda Torces Parsonnel" to the name of the organization, Tox some 
churches 11 hes Led to the assignment of a man to sive full tine to 
this ministry whereas it had previausly been cone on a part time 
basis Sy an executive with other respons bilities, An exomple of 
this wes the appointment of the Rev, Pusvell T. Loesch, as the first 
full time Minister to the Chaplains and Armed forces Porsonmnel, of 


tis Songrerational Chrintian Churches, in March 1955. The porsonnel 





woe 
changes in the oouthern “anptist Convention illustrates the fell ond 
rise of interest im thie rheld, At the canelesion of forld Ker IT, 
Dre Alfred Carpenter, Direetar of the Chaplains Comission, Home 
Kiesion Soerd, wai .iveu accitional cuties in other alssion work. 
ihe militery situation soon mace it necessary, however, for the 
Crapisiney work vo ww restored to a Tull time basis, in 1953, 
Ernest L. Ackiss, retired avy Chaplain was appointed as the firct 
Yield Secretary to Hilitery rersonnel in the Sirect Missions Denert- 
ment, in 1955 the Besrd appointed a caval reserve chaplain Ceorce 
Cummins, as the iirst Associate Director of the Chapleine Comalegion, 
In 29°3 the Presbyterian Chorchs USA Committee on Cheplains and 
Service Personnel appointed &. We Sailshiry, Sommer Chief of Hevy 
Chaplains to sssiet the Sxecative Secretary on a full time beets, 


Ris primary work was to te with collezes anc seminaries. Mrs fie 


Stewart Patterson, who sorved Sor several yeara as Fxecutive Seeretery 


of the Methodist Cowelssion on Chaplains, will this Summer tcconme 

the first ineumbent of the newly created postition of Sxecutive 
Seoretary of the Comalttee on Camp Activities of the Hethodet 
Chareh. “his is the Committees responsiblia for service personnel 

in American Camp Coamunities, The establishment of new acansies 

and increrse of personnel working in this fielé ia a clear indication 
of @ new sense of miasion in performing a ministry to service 
pergonnel, Thies is espacially true ag we consider that the munsrical 


nite of the Armed Vorcas has been raduced wliehntly in the last two 
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Years, 

the Servicenen’s Pureau esteblished in danuary 1951 by Archbishop 
Cushing in the Boston Miecege of the Koman Catholic Church is an 
example of early awareness concerning the need for service to 
military personnel. Yrotestants could profitably study the operations 
of this Sureau which continues to render a ninistry to Catholic 
Servicesen from Boston wherever they serve. The cureau hes a 
weekly colwan in TH! PILOT that not only reminds the Servicenen 
of what is being done for them by the Church, tut also Keeps the 
Catholie's of the Boston area aware of the continuing ninistry to 
these in the Armed Forces, tt 

The sreat increase in the types and quanity of church publications 
concerning Araed Yorces work in recent years is another clear 
demonstration of the growing ewareness emong relipious leaders. 
Many of these materials have been written to challenze local churches 
to do more for their youns people facing military service. Usually 
they consist of a folder or booklet, and seck to present: the fact 
of military service for aost young people, the spiritual problems 
involved, and a suggested program for the local church to follow, 
with an indication as to where aiditional materials can be securede 
Sometimes tha vooklets are prepared by the Armed Services Division 


and gometiaes in cooperstion with other departments. One of the 
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earlier booklets of this period, "Facing Up to Hilitary Services," 
wae a coocerative endeavor of fmerican Kaptist Convention acenciea. 


Published in 1951, it conbines promotional and progren material, 


and has bean weed as a model for s<veral other denominations, Hore 


| 


 yrecentiyvy the 4éserican Daptist's have created a National Service 


Persomel Counseling Coomtttes with a representative from each exency 
of the denomination, This Coamittes hag published another booklet, 
more promotional in mature, called "Our Church's Minietry to Touth 
in Nilitery Service, 

The Presbyterian Church, USA Special Committee on Chaplaina and 
Service Personnel, has published "The Ration Calls the Church's 
Youth" which combines a zanval, ‘or churches to use in this ministry, 
with a challenge for the churches to begin the work, They also 
heve an excellent folder, "Thy Aingdam Comes..,0n Sarth," which is 
desioned to encourage Presbyterian Men to undertake this sinistry 
as a project. This Coomittee has also published and publicised 
two pamphlets concerning servicemen and marriage prepared ty Chaplain 
Frederick #, Brink, USN, The smaller of these two is called "Se 
You Want to Marry a dapanese Girl." ‘this pasphlet has bean used 
successfully by chaplains of all Protestant Churches in the ar “sate 
The other publication is @ bookict entitled, "2efore You Marry in the 
Service," This book of practical help for Servicemen has a most 
atiractive cover in color, and ie @ useful piece of literature for 


Protestant Chapleine, This sharing of materiales produced by the 





: 
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Pres-yterians le a cood example of the ccoeperstion so often manifested 
wong Protestant groups in serving our Armed forcate 

i 


| Drs @e le Ackiss, shortly after taking hie new position with 
the Southern Taptist Convention, put out a promotional Yolder which 
due to the urgeney of the need and shortness of time, aleo included 
trief suggcstions for a program, A booklet, "The Far Called” was 
published by Tr. Ackiss later and geve a mush more complete program, 
Russell Loesch, Conprezational Christian, hes recently published, 

| *Are You Forgetting Someone?" Its ourpese is similar to Or, Ackiss' 

first folder. 

Some of the Armed Services departmante have conducted conferences 
with church youth organisations, sspscially toys croups in Sumaer 
camps or weekends in a local situation. These were conducted as 
pilot confarwunces to cuice lay leaders end pastors in conducting 
Similar conferences, ther ‘epartments are plenning such confereness 
in the near future. Some of the secretaries in this work have been 
able to speak befare college and seminary students, A discuseion 
panel was conducted ty three foracr chepleins at Willies Jewell 
Collere in Liberty, Missouri in the Spring of 1955 on the subject 
"the Colleze Men Yaces a Military Career." 

In thinkine of the internst being shown ty other church arcncles 
there are a number of chureh gecretery's of aervice departsente who 
feel that Missions and Christian Education could be doing more in 


the wey of performing a sinistry to youth in the Service, There are 
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however, indications of e growing awareness of the need, Chaplain 
John K, Rornesan, U.S. Army (het), Director of the Epectal Committee 
for Irnad Yornes work, Presbyterieon Church, USA, states, that "The 
Board of National Missions anc Board of Foreisn Sissiona hava taken 
thair reavcnsihility seriously and have tried with their Linited 
funds to inform th: people in the Church es a whole concerning the 
worse anene the service persons around the world.eesiha National 
Ceyanedt), of Presbyterian Yen has, throush ite annual conferancas, 
publicised thea interest of the Church in their Service personnel.# 
Ha and his Assistant, Chaplain Salisteury feel that the Board of 
Christian =cmection could te doing sore in this regerd,. 

The Rev. F, 0, Midhoe, Mrector of the Bursau of Service to 
Military Personnel for the Nations] Lutheran Council, states that 
fYounc peonle’s orcanizations hare repeatedly asked for articles 
on asrvier life,” and "The Protherhoods of some of the participating 
baddies of the Comet] have taken the Pra-Induction Progran as one 
of their main projects,” 

tr, Stewart Patterson, “xecutiva Sesretary of the Methodist 
Commission on Chaplains, writes that, “Misatons, Lay Aqtivition, 
Ryanceltien, Sdueation, Womens Society of Christian Services, and 
Commission on Chaplains working together in harmony with increasing 
empha ines ssocking..etoint projiecte,* 

Chaplain Robert Plumby USNR, Dxecutive Lecretary of the immed 
Service Srench of the Protestant Episcopal Church, reports thet the 


amtinuing emphasis on this subject ty the Right Keverend Henry Knox 





—— 
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oherrill, Presiding Dishop, hes grestly aided his work, At tha 
Episcopal, Ceneral Convantion in Honolulu in the cumrer of 1955, 
there war a lot of interest shown, sepeclally on ths part of Lasuen, 
The Young Peocles Department of hie cherch is in the process of 
preparing @ carriculum to aid in prepering youth fer facing military 
B°TVLCee 

The increased interest and lons range programs being sevolopad 
to improve the charchos ministry to military personnal may be seen 
to a livitad axtent in the training of church leaders, ‘“eginning 
in December 1952, the Fuller Theslogical Seminary of fasadena, 
California instituted @ course of study for students who rere 
considering entering the cheplaincy of the Araed Yoreesel? The 
Dalles Theological Ceninary, nonierominational and conservative 
as is Miller, prabebly cencucted the first course of this typa to 
ever be offered vy a theological seuinary. Largely through the 


efforta of Dx, Ee ig Ackiss, prier to his second retirement from the 


Navy, a numbor of American and Southern Saptist Semineries established | 


courses in the chaplaincy, ‘The Special Comittee of the Presbyterian 


Church reports that, “The seninaries have given us fine cooperation 
and have dome all they can in distributing information for the 
proupectivea cancidates for the chaplaincy, Ws heve in each seminary 


a revresentstive of this Commitiee who is regponsitle to enswer 
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questions and inform seainariens concerning the chapleiney and their 
responeibility toward the service personnel in thie praesent apes" 
in anmrering the questionnaire, they further state, "Thie past year 
2 procram vee started to inform the collere etacents concerning the 
present nilitery service » ite essets and llabilities, its 
opartastities for Christien witnesa, etc. The response has heen only 
fair," 

tT tha last enalyeta it ia the local churches, who must bear 
a major share of responsibility cor pmeinteining a ministry to youth 
in regard to military service. 14 is in this area trat much more 
neete to ty done, An inticetion af this ia shown in the foLlLowing 
reply Crowe tr. feokiss, "The meber of churches who tell me that 
nothing is being cone by them for their young peoples.ebefore, 
curing, or after srrvice, indicates lack of puflileient avarencns." 
This answer is typical of sentiments expreesed by most Secretaries 
of j/rmed Yorces work, He dors say howaver, that interent te on the 
increase. étnother typical reply comes from kr. Stewart Patiorson, 


* 


vethodiset Comission on Chaplains, "% not belleve the ehurch is 
sofficlently avere, but am sure there is an increasing ewareneser, 
However, this varies geographically and/or in relation to militery 
establistnents in that recion." 

Ne heva sbseorved in Uris chapter, that onveral factors ena 


crouns have been at work to bring about an incrsased concern for 


the moral and spiritual selfare of service peréonnel on the part of 











oe jae 
church groups. The President's Comaittee on telizion and felfare in 
the Armed rorces first presented the needs of peace time servicenen, 
It is soubtful however, whether this report alone would have hed 
much effect on the shurches ministry to service personnel if it had 
not been for the impact of ‘he Korean war. The reactivation of 
bases, recommissioning of ships, recall of reserves, step up of the 
draft, but above all the shooting in Korea brought the immediate 
needs of military personnel to the attention of churches in e more 
Gloquent way than the report could have ever cone. The requiresent 
for a long range religious pregram on behalf of our youth in a seai- 
military age bas teen realised in a such more greduel way, This 
increased swareness has only teen brought about through planned 
efforte te vresent the neede by means of the spoken end written words 
Many hours spent by chapleine and church leaders on ‘ield trips 
anc in conferences have also contributed to this growinr sense of 


responsibility for the many young lives affected by military service. 





CHAPTER TIT 


THE CHURCRRE PRUPAHATORY SMAVICE TO youwe 
POOPLE “ACTHO MILITARY SERVICE 

ahve growing concern being manifested wy the Armed Services 
Departments of the churches has been ciscussed in Chapter IZ, and 
now we turn our ottention to plans and prograss which they and other 
church agencies have developed to minister to military personnel 
and their families, The local churches met seek pot only to perform 
@ ministry to young people while they are in the Amaed Forces, but 
es we heve incieated they should provide spiritual preparation 
beforehand, and a welcome home with readjustnent assistance as needed 


upon their return, 


Who in the Charch will be liesponsible for this Mork? 


fe of the first questions facing the lecal church desiring 
to establish a ministry to allitary pevsonnel from their church 
ig who, or whet kind of an orgenigation, should conduct the progran? 
Age usual in Protestant church work the obvious answer is the formation 
of & committee, Almost all denominations with an Armed Services 
Departaent recomend the formation of some type of a Service Personnel 
Committee within the church, The composition and work of the 
Committees not only vary between denominations but between churches 


of the eames cenomination, One church recommends that the Committes 
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be somposed of repree ntatives froa each departaent of the church, 
such a@ women’s work, laysan's organization, and vouth fellowship. 
Thie type of comaitice has the a‘’vantaze of emphasising that this 
ministry te the responsibility of the entire church, Some chorchoe 
encourage ths laynen's sroup to undertake thie work as a projecte 
In others it is ¢lreetly under the Education departaent, and some 
churches have @ superintendent of a Silitery Service Department. 
Still other churches recommend that the Committee be made up of 
several sets of parents who had, or have, sons in the service, The 
Chaplains Commission of the Nationel Association of Evangelicals is 
promoting the organization of Cwangelical Bucdy Clubs in each local 
eharch which will be composed of all the veterans in the churche 
this club would assume the responsibility for the churches ministry 
to militery personnel, Yost church leaders in this work recomend 
that where possible members of the Comaittees should be exeservicemen 
oy women, The size of the Committee and the extant of its activities 
is not only affected by the number of young people away from the 
community but in some instances by the number of young people who 
are in tho comaunity because of being in the military service at 


nearby bagseg. 


Christisn Fduecation, "hat and How to Teach? 
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The first and in many ways the moet important phase of the 


churches ministry is the whole field of preparation for military 
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service. Thought of in a narrow sense this micht be confined to 
a few pastoral interviews with a voung man prier to his departure 
for the service, or to a series of discuasion nesetings with groups 
of guch men, Viewsd in its broader perspective however, thie 

preperetion coes hack to the childs cradle roll aya or baptism, and 
ig intinately related to the relicious education progrema of sou 
Protestant Churches fer the past 30 years or nOreée 

The shocking thine to chaplains is that sany men who attended 
Sumiay School at home and who are church members are often as 
confused concerning moral stendards and what it means to lead 8 
Christian life as those who had little contact with the Churches 
Yor a mumber of yeers the trend of relisious education in neny 
Protestant Churches has been away from Bible and denominational 
dectrinal teaching and teward an omphasia ucen social issues and 
ecunerricity or Protestentiom in vory bread and cenereal terme, What 
foes this mean in terme of life in the military service for the 
average church member? It means first thet there is a dearth of 
knowledge and understanding of Bible or Christian teachinge concerning: — 
nan ani hia estrangenent from Gods the fect and force of evils the 
moral lew; the life of Christ and his meaning for man; and the power 
of faith, in the second place it means many church menbers in the 
Avwed Services lack a somse of belonging to a body of believers end 
there is no denominational loyalty or definite patiern of a devotional 


life, We de not intend to imply that children should not be taught 
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asout social iesues or ecunenical matiors, but thet in thinkin: of 
preparation for military service we need to accentuate these other 
teachings, *or sugpested objectives to be considered for the 
Christian oduecation program, as it relates to pre-induction training, 
attention is invited to the goals of the Unifled Protestant Sunday 
Sehool Curriculum as described in the last part of Chapter IV, 

‘uring fifteen years service a8 a cheplain on active duty in 
the Navy the writer hes made it a practice te ask servicemen he meets, 
what scemed to be a natural question for a chaplein, “What isa your 
ehurch?* When the young person answers quickly with the name of 
his denomination or hometown <mreh, it hes ealaost invariably dren 
borne out thet he was en intormed and practising Christian who had 
some convictions end knew why. Harely has it indicated a nerrow 
minded or religiously prejudiced individual, If on the other hand 
the soldier or sailor answers the question about his church with, 
“Tt am a Protestant," or "Oh, i don’t know, I think one church ts 
26 good as another,” he usually turns out te be one who knows little 
about whet boing a Christian means and to be very mach of a relative 
pragsatist in his philesephy of life and reactions to temptations. 
This is not to ceny the dengers of dogmatiam, nor tha positive 
values of personality centered religious education but simply to 
DOLRt out that inere is anoiher side to thie entire setter of 
Christian aducatilone 


Many Protestent cheplains have observed that men from Missourt 
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Latheran, Southern Baptist, Ypiscopal and sim.lar backgrounds tend 
ta be the mout regular in attendanes et church services, and loyal. 
supporters of the chaplain anc his procrem, It hes sleo been notleed 
that sen from these groups are sore successful in enlicting other 


men in cmureh activities or meabership. Gn the whole, it hes been 


the men having Bible and cenoalnotionsl indoctrination, with convictions, 


that have been the most suceessful in aeetiny the many temptetions 
faced by service persomel, Hecormnising the posstbility of some 
such individuals being suthoritarian sntematons, and thet there is 
mach mora to boing « Christian then reeiting formlas, there is 
@till ¢ need in the service for young people who imow whet they 
believe and ean exprees the reason why. It is also true thet thee 
men, Cron groups whieh stress church loyalty, almost slways cain a 
new gopreelation of other Christiana and becowa more active in 
intercanoainational covperation an e result of their military service. 

Wot only 4s the practicing Christian stroneer in resisting 
jomoral texptations he is also ontter fitted for the stress and 
strain of combat. In four camnaigns with Merines in torlé War i 
ang three in Korea the writer has dealt with mam combat faticne 
or cases of "shook" individvels, bot seldom hes ome of theca persons 
been one who had been active in Aible stucy rroepe and worshir 
SPrVLCese 

Vajor Tilliam E, Mayer, an Army Psychistrist, spent four years 


stucyine Covmurnist “brain wastine” technidves and their effects 
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upon American Prisoners of War in Korea, His conclugions are based upon 
a cetailed questioning of 1,000 United States Servicaomen who vere 
captured in Korea, Hs states that a number of these men, "told us 
that they had resisted every overture of the enemy by invoking 
abstract sometimes theological, convictions which had long been a 
part of their lives." He emphasizes however, those who were most 
successful in resisting Communist propacands were, "those who had 
an active, working, practical, meaningful moral code of their own, 
not just a sat of abstract ideas, but a way of living among others." 
Coneerning the part played by religious convictions, Dr. Mayer says 
the results ware much the same as found among "combat soldiers who 
are faced with the constant problem of dsfense acainst battle fear," 
Among the Prisoners of war "a really convinced religious personeesif 
it had been a part of hig whole life, if his fanily were organised 
alone lines of religious training and the moral and ethical precepts 
of such training <- such 4 man often was able to defend himself and 
his princivcles with this armament." Mayer thinks that even though 

& man may have a real tattlefield conversion experience he will not 
usually hold up in times of creat stress as well as one whose 
religious training has been a part of his whole life. "It isn't 
part of him, as it is for ths individual who has been trought up 


this way. "16 ihe results of these studles help us to understand the 





16, UNITED STATES NOS ANT WOrLD REPORT, February 2h, 1956, pe 59. 
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importance of early religious traininy, in the home as well as the 
chareh, in preparing young people for military service. 

in tho religious education of young children there is little 
to be gained by making cietinctionsa between preparation for military 
éuty and preparation for life in seneral, although the morsl cangers 
for military personnel may be quentitatively greater and they sre 
usually farther removed from the restreining influences of home, 
school and church. It is beyond the scope of this study to diecuss 
the religious education program of the churches. Church leaders in 
this field may profit however, by noting some of the shortcomings 
of past efforts as manifested azong serviceren today. Chaplains 
have found that many Protestant young people not oniy leck a knowledge 
of the Bible end Christian Doctrine, tut aleo lack convictions and 


ethical activation, 


Is Freeinduction Tra ining Necessary? 


It ig evident that it is difficult to discuss the part played 
by Protestant religious education in preparing men for militery 
service without getting into fundamental differences in the philosophy 
and methods of religious education, Some of this 1s corne out in 
the reaction to two articles which appeared in the January 11, 1956, 
issue of the Christian Century. 

One of these articles, "Geil, Morale ~- fhose “sult?*® by Chaplain 


George Hy, Girney, Yet. Army, ceals with his own observations of 





———— 
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disregard for moral codes on the part of officers and sen in Japan,+? 
fhe other article entitled, "Nsededs PreeInduction Mducation," telle 
of a repert on "appalling sorel practices" civen by Dr. Carl F. 
Yaecer, Ausociate Secretary of the Lutheran Service Comaission.1& 
Both writers sre convinsed that churches in general have failed to 
properly indoctrinate and prepare our young people far the stress 
of wilitery duty overseas. Cheplain Dirney feele thet first the 
churches must do more preaching of Elblical expository sermons for 
comitaent to Christ and lis Gospel, and secondly he saye the churches 
mst train people in the aeaning of the morel law.4? Aison Je Smith, 
the writer of the other article, emphasized the need for Protestant 
churches to teach evainst racial and cultural arrocance which he feels 
leads our servicemen to exploit foreimn vonene “9 

There are some who write in approving these articles and asking 
for reprints.¢) In the ‘ebruary 15th issue however, there are 
seven letters protesting against the articles, All of these letters 
can be sumsuerized as fellows: since war and everything about it ere 
evil itt is useless for the churches to attempt to prepare men te 
avold any immoralitias that might come in connection with military 


service, The idea expressed in these letters is that training a man 





~+ CHRISTIAN CENTURY, danuary ll, 1956, pe Lhe 
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to ficht so corrupts his sorals eni warpe his sence of values Lt 
vitiates previous training end precludes effective ethical instruction 
in the future. One letter refers to Chaplein Birney's statement, 
"it's time te call ea spade a spade" and continees, "Let's becin then 
by declaring thet war 19 sin, and be done with it.?22 another one 
of these letters implies that it is foolish to "imagine thet ty such 
tricks of trade as pre-induction education we can change the mores 
of ovr Americen boys acquired over a Lifetime,"23 Alison Jp Saith 
in his article, "Meeced: Pre-Incuction Education," anticipates 
some of theee objections when he acknowLedces that the resl eneny is 
war, ‘ut he seriously questions whether thie means we should “abendon 
fll efforts te seve our sons - and daughters, 02h There gra some 
church luaderg who aay acree with the philosephy expressed in these 
obsections and say that tha only approach is Christian Social Action 
azainst the war system and Your escular moneyegrabbing culture,“ 
therefore any attempt to spiritually prepere individuals for facing 
such evils is e waste of times®5 Most charch leaders however, no 
matter how much they engage in Christian Social Action, are also 
sonvinesad that the church is under obliration te the individual 


members or potential members and must furnish him the Christian 





22, CHRISTIAN CONTURY, February 15, 1956, p. 210. 
23>» Eishdes De 219-6 

Zhe “PS OPTAN COMTURY, Jamary 11, 1956, pe he 
25, OHRISTIAN CONTURY, February 15, 1956, pe 210. 
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mirture necessary for encountering life as it is, rather than as we 
would like ite 

higon J. Smith points out, in his article on the need for pree 
induction education, that one factor which makes service life a 
serious problem for young people in that it takes them away from 
home “when they are becoming fully awake sexually." Our culture has 
not prepared them for life “under a strange discipline in an allenzgile 
environmenteess ney are thrown back on their ow inner resources," 
iinder these conditions the American Social Hystene Association states 
that about one-third will remain loyal to the moral ideals of the 
chureh and the community, “Another third will kick over the traces," 
The way the middle third coes is determined by the presewres of the 
momente Smith believes that, “A cood preeinduction education prorras 
would seve most of this middle third for decency." It would also 
provice a foundation for the chaplains to txil1d upon in their character 


guicence programs. 2° 


Conducting the Instruction Classes 


Regardlese of the scope or effectiveness of the churches 
religious aducation program in the future it will not suffice for 
meny young people facing militery scrvice teday. There is a generally 
recognized need for same kind of pre-induction training for such 


young people by the church. 





266 Idides Jamary li, 1956, De 7 
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After ceciding to establish an indoctrination program the local 
ehurch will still have to face many questions such as: Will recular 
class periods bea established for the young people facing military 
service, or will the pastor do the instructing through a series of 
private interviaws? How many class periods should te scheduled? 
Should this be a continuing series throughout the year, or only as 
occasion demands? The enswers to these questions depend largely, 
of course, upon the size of the congregation, the nuuber of persons 
on the pastor's staff, the numbar of young people expecting to enter 
military service, end their avallability for instruction periods. 
Wherever possible these instruction ssssions should include all 
young people of the church for although some of them will remain 
civilians they need to understand the problems faced by their friends 
whe will be in the service. Kelatively few women will be entering 
the military service but their boy friends and future husbands will 
be, and girls should be included in these clases periods to help 
them appreciate the overall situation. 

The Local pestor or Service Committee will also have to decide 
upon the content of the ciscussions and method of procedure. 
Several denominations have prepared maruals and other materials 
for the paetor's use. The curriculum staffs in the education 
departments of the Protestant Episconal and the Congregational 
Christian Churches will soon be publishing materials to be used 


in their pre-induction classes. 
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Sna of the better known and most complate Yro-Induction Training 
Kanuels hes teen prepara! by the Bureau of Services to 1litary | 
Personnel of the National latheren Council, entitled "Se You're 
Golng into Serviee,” and is designed for the use of latheran ministers 
to prepare candidates for iniiction into the framed Ferees. It has 
been prepared so es to be adaptable to lecal requirements. The 
tooklet is divided into six najor civisions dealing with: the 
Servicesan and his relations with; (1) Our Nation, (2) God, (3) Himself, 
(4) Others, (5) Leisure Time, and (6) His future, Sach division, 
however, is subdivided into threa topics for ciscuesion and therae 
fore provides aaterial for eivhteen meetings if these were desired 
instead of the six sessions, This 90 pare mammal is written in such 
@ way tat it can be civen to young nen facing military cervice, 
for profitable private reading, 17 the leeal church found it eould 
not conduet regular class meetings. This is not e book of moral 
lecalioms or pious platitaces but honestly seeks to prevoke serious 
thinking end discussion of tho human relations problems involved, 
and to furnish eniritusl euidance for making the meat of life in 
the Armed Services. 

The book prepared for use by Southern Raptist Pastors for pra= 
induction instruction is celled “Guide Lines for Rasic Christian 
Treining" and gives outlines of discussions, As the title indicates 
they deal with the most funissental matters of Christian faith and 
practice, It literally geeks to face the issues of Life and death 
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in today's world. in many ways the topics represent what Dr. Ackiss 
found to be the areas of grestest need for service ypergonnel during 
hie 32 years of service as e chaplain in the Navy, He recommends 
that pastore urge the younc people to bring their Bibles to these 
sessions and to learn how to use them not only in the present 
Aiscussions but as preparation for military life. 

There are a number of exeellent films available for churches 
to use in conducting pre~induction training or to show to youth 
and perent zroups occasionally. Films depicting the work of chaplains, 
Character Guidance Films, and other types suitable for such showings 
are available from the Army, Navy, and Air Force. There is no rental 
charge on these films but the church is responsible for return 
postage and for any damage incurred, The nearest military base or 
area military headquarters may be contacted for information regarding 
these films, The Cornet Instructional Films, Cornet Building, 
65 & South Water Street, Chicago 1, Tilinois, has produced fourteen 
films ina series, on the subject "Are You Ready For Service." The 
films can be secured incividually at 35,00 per week from authorized 
erents of Cornet Films. The running time is about eleven sinmtes 
for euch film, They are divided into groups with three or sour 
films in sach group and are usually rented and used in this way. 

Pastore and churches who see the need of definite pre-induction 
training for young people facing military service may encounter 
several problems in connection with establishing actual class psriods 
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for this type of inetruction. In the first place there may actuslly 
be a small number of men from the local church who sre entering the 
service during any particular period of time. Tnis factor may wake 
the churrh hesitate to order materials, such as filme, or to use 
the pastor's time in setting up or conducting formal class periods, 
They may eleo feei that having only &@ saell number would leesen the 
young peoples interest or desire to attend and participate, i‘ inding 
6 suitable instructor or discussion leader might also be a problem 
for some local churches, ‘The pastor and other church leaders mney 
not be able to devote the necossary time, or the pastor may not feel 
competent to conduct preeinduction classes, This might be especially 
true of the pastor who hes never served in the Armed !orces, 

The writer feels that the answer to these problems is to be 
found in a cooperative approach between churches on the local level. 
Very few state or city councils of churches hava professional workers 
or volunteer comaittees who seek to minister to servicemen on active 
duty, and practically none have workers or committees who are 
attempting to positively prepare young people vor facing military 
service, ‘very council of churches should heve at least one staff 
worker (may be part time or heve other duties) anc a committee 
whose res -onsibility it would be to set up and conduct ae program 
of preminduction training for young people. The Social Kelations, 
Pantoral Care, or Zducation Committee micht be asked to assume this 


regponsibility., Class periods, weekeend conferences, or discussion 
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meetings concerning pre—indoction training cvuld then be astablished 


on a citywide or area bagis, instead of in each lecal church, 

Bringing more young people toxether would not only make for nore 
interest it would algo provide the individual young man the opportunity 
to meet and talk with many others who are facing the same experience. 

A cooperative endeavor would facilitate securing and using training 
aids such as films, It would aleo meke it easier to secure an atle 
leader who could cevote the time neceasary to escure adequate pre 
induction instruction. 

Securing a capeble leader, visual aids, and jeneral publicity 
misht also be a help in enrolling young people in these classes 
who have no church connections ani would hesitate to attend if the 
gescions were held in a local church. As previously indicated, 
wherever posgible other young people (those not entering service) 
ef the chureh and commnity, inclucing young ladies, should be 
inelided in et least some of these pre-incuction training meetings. 
The actuel setting up of such cooperative eaefforte batween two or 
more churches, on a denominstional or interdenominetional basig, 
need not wait, of course, upon the establishment of committees on 
a council of churches level. 

Some denominations or groups have emphagized materials aimed 
at the young person facing military serviee which can be used for 
private reading both before and after entering the Armed lorced, 


One of the finest booklets of this type is, “Yorward March” prepared 
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ty Joseph H, Keartberg, Secretary for the Department of Christian 
Ministry to service Personnel] of the 4mericen Baptist Convention. 
The Ounday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention hes been 
publishing an attractive concise booklet of this type for severe] 
years entitled "hen You Are the 'U' in Uniform." The Christian 
Gdueation Departeent of the Methodist Church has worked up an 
excellent packet of asteriala called an “Arued Services Kit" for the 
yastor to pregent to young voople who are going into the Armed 
Forces, Another such booklet is being published im April 1956 by 
the Cenersl Commission on Chaplaing and Armed Forces Personnel. 
Yritten by Joseph C. Dana, lirscter of the Dapartaent of Mintatry 
to Armed forces Fersonnal, it is entitled “The Christian On Cuard,* 
The mamuscript for this work was cheeked over by many denominatians 
and several denominations working with the Genoral Comeloezion have 
ordered « supply for distribution. 

Another church egency which could do effective work in helping 
young veople take @ positive appreach to military service is the 
dasnominational and intercenominational student groupe on ecclleze 
genpyuses, Soa studant organizations have had articles on the mibject 
in their publications, ani used it as 3a topic for Summer conferences, 
but @ great deal more needs to be done in this field. One method 
Would be to encourage voterane returting to college or university 
to share thair service axperiences concerning Chriatien Living with 


fellew stadents who are facing future duty in the Armed  orceese 
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Counseling Youth Pacing Wiliiery Service 





The least that should be done toward preparing young people 
for military service ts for the pestor to visit in the home, or 
to have a conforenes with every young man prier to his departure 
for service. Yet a recent survey made atong servicmaen rovaais 
that only one fourth of the church members had boen counseled with 
by thotr pastors before leaving home for military duty. The study 
farther showed that only about 25% of the church memberu were given 
religious literature of any kind by their home church, 

There are probably msny Isctors which enter into the failure 
af pastors to counsel with young people fecing military service. 
In spite of the ezphasis upon pastoral counseling in recent years 

+ is still true that many pastors do not actually encege in auch 
personal counseling. OSsrmon preparation, administrative matters, 
snd pastoral visitation (which may or may not involve counseling) 
mora than occupy the averege pastor's time. The counseling that 
deas take place is usually in comection with such critical events 
as marriage, iliness, or death, Nhat pastors need to understand is 
that, whether it is consciously recognized or not, fecing military 
service is for moet young men a crisis. ‘eelings of frustration, 
regentwont, insecurity, end anxiety are to be found in such 
indcivicials whether he hes been drafted or "volunteers" one step 


atead of the draft. Althouch these feelings are present they are 





li dw 

almost alweys repressed, It ia unpsetriotic to resent giving two or 
more (for the volunteer) years in the service of your country. Men 
in our culture are to be brave and not manifest anxiety et facing 
the unfamiliar or the possible dangers of combat. They are expected 
to break looga froe their mother's “apron strings" and to evidence 
no sense of insecurity at leaving home, church, end community. It 
happens, therefore, that the young person entering the service who 
seems outwardly to care the least may actually be the one who needs 
more counseling and help. It is true of course that this type of 
individual may not feel his need or ssek out the pastor for counselinie 
This fact is an indication that pastors need to develop a relationship 
with their youth group which will encourage young people to snek the 
pastor as a counsellor, One who will accept their ‘ears, resenteents 
and coneequent euilt fselings, without condemnation but with undere 
standinge 

In thinking of counseling in connection with young men entering 
the Armed Services the pastor must also be aware of tha emotional 
impact this experience can have upon the parents of prospective 
servicemen, He should be approachable for parents as well as young 
people, and be available to give understanding counsel to mothers 
and fathers who may bo upset at what they micht feel mnesna losing 
their son for two yeers, Parents' attitudes will usvelly affect 
the way the son faces his military duty. 


it is difficult for the average pastor to preperly counsel 
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young men fucing militery service because of the tendency to fo 
to one or the other of two extremes in relating himself to the young 
wan and his problem. On one hand the pastor may identify himaelf 
with the authority figure (benevolent to be sure) of the nation 
end ovr culture, and end up giving the young man a patriotic pep 
telk. This may well lead to further repression and amplified guilt 
feelings. (On the other hand the pastor himself may feel (consciously 
or unconaciously) frustration and resentment at military service 
even more strongly than the young man he is counseling. This type 
of minister would tend to over identify himself with the young man 
and offer him a great deal of syspathy which will make the counseles 
feol even more sorry for himself, This paster's advice would incline 
to be negative and he might urge the young man to a pagsive endirance 
of what he considered an altogether tragic experience, 

Ths pastor who would properly counsel the joung man entering 
the military service, must not only be aware of the young person's 
problem but must also appreciate the problems of society and nore 
espectally our nation in today's world. A mumber of books concerning 
counseling servicemen and veterans were written during and immediately 
following World Wer II, These cooks have little value for counsellors 
in this field at the present time, except as they micht help to 
understand the perents or older brothers of young nen facing military 
service today, As an aid in comprehending problems faced in connection 
with military training and America today, the pastor might read with 
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profit an artiele in the Autumn 1952 issue of PULICION IN LIFE 

entitled, "The Military Establisheent in a lemocracy." ‘This article 

was written by Or, Nobert ET, Fitch, Sean of the Pacific School of 

Religion, an? is a serlous attenpt to consider some of the alternatives 

which American and church leaders must face in todey's world,27 
Oecasionaliy articles such ae "Counseling Youth for tilitery Service® 
which appeared in the December 1955 issue of the PLESOMNEL AND 
CULTTANCE mapasine, way be found and studied by the pastor who desires 
to help prepare young people for thelr experience in the Arned 
Services, 2° 

The American Council of Education in Hawhington, 5.0. published 


e book early in 1956 which will ba helpful to the pastor in the 


- —_ 8 ee — ST 


vocetional aspects of counseling young men or vormen about the future, 
This book entitled YOUR LIF= PLANS ASD THE ARMED PORCES wee written 
by a comaittee of the North Central Association of Colleszes and 
Secomiary Schools. It is aimad at the grase roots level to help 
toyve and girls formulate life plans and goala, Propevenda has heen 
 evoided and although it wes written primarily for parents and teachers, 
it will also supply the pastor with valueble background inforaation 
| for e better understanding of the problems of youth a¢ they relote 


| . 29 
| to the Armed forces, 


| 





(27. «BSLIGION AND HEALTH, Autom 1952, pr. 563-572. 
28, PEHUONWEL ANS GUIDANCE JOURNAL, Uecesber 1955, pp. 200-203. 
29, i, B. Fisher and others, YOUR LIYR PLANS ANT TRE ANHED 7OROSS, 
Weshington, De Ce: 1955. 
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Not only must the pastor accept the wants feelings without 
censure or commiseretion Yut he must help the young man to recognize 
and accept his feelings without fear or guilt. In é&esisting ihe 
young man cr his parents to pain new anc realistic insights, end to 
initiate positive actions it will be necessary for the pastor to 
te fully eware of the extrenely immoral concitions (drunkerese, 
homosex.ality, prostitution), am! the terrifie temptations young 
service men face, especially in overseas duty. At the same tims 
however he should be conscious of come positive aspects of military 
lite such as: (1) The well developed religious progrea conducted 
in the Armed Forces, (2) fiforts on the part of Commanding Officers 
and chaplains throagh the moral guidance prosran and in other ways 
w provide for the protection anc developtent of moral standards, 

(3) The opportunities of training for futures jebs and the off duty 
educational opportunities. (lk) Chance to learn about pscple and 
fwaan relations in our country and in other lands, (6) Possibility 
of seeing the church in action overseas anc coming to a better 
understanding of tle missionary program, The essurance of God's 

leve wherever he goes, and the stremgth of the cowalttead live in 
whatever one faeces chould form the backeround of the pastor's thinking 
ay he dlecusses nilitery service with a young parson of his church 


or commini tye 
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Saying Goodiy as They Leave for Service 


Most church Armed Services Departaents recommend that there 
should be some public recomition when members of the church are 
leaving home for military duty. How elatorate or extensive this 
recognition should be depends of course upon local conditions, 

Some churches print in the tulletin the names of those departing 

for the service, If the church maintains a Service Honor Koll a 
coremony could be made of adding the new name, it is a sed commentary 
that many churches have not made an addition to their honer roll 

since the Japanese surrender in 1915. In some churches the recognition 
takes the form of a rededication service for those going away, in 
others the parents end members of the family are nace a part of the 
ceremony and families are assured of the prayers end aupport of the 
congregation during the absence of thelr loved ones. One of the 
simplest and most effective ways of recognizing the young persons 
departing for military service is to call the incivicuals concerned 

to the front of tha sanctuary, curing the singing of the closing 

hymn, where they stand besice the pastor. iefore pronouncing the 
benediction the pastor could present the congregation and ecsure 

ther that all of these people will be remeabsring them in prayer 

and other ways while thay are eway in the service. If it is practical 
the young person might stand with the pastor and with his family 

to shake hands with the membera of the conzgregetion as they cee by 


to personally express their interest. 
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In sunmeriaing the winistry of taa lecal church to young pesple 
vefore they enter the military servicer Lt chouid be emphasized that 
the important thing igs not tne impartation o: snowledge, a& valuable 
ag inatruction is, but the «esiablishment and aseurance of a strong 
relationship wiih the church, -or inis reason prew-induction training 
meetings should Se ocssed upon principies of group dynamics rather 
than lectares, This will assist the pastor in understanding his 
young psople, anc will enable the incividuale te express themselves 
concerning thelr ieara and their ‘aith which will be of reel veiue 


in preparing thea for the problems of military services. 


| 





CHAPTVR IV 


THE SURVICE OF THE CRUBCHTS TO PCRSORREL 
¥HO ARE AWAY }icUM HOME ON ACTIVE TTY 
in thinking of the service of the churches to service personnel 

on active city there are two areas to be considered. The first 
area applies directly to every church that han as many 2s one person 
in the wilitery osrvice and involves naintaining a vital relationship 
with the church meebers who are away from the coamnity in the Armed 
Yerees. The other area involves the churches ministry to service 
personnel who are in their community because they are attached to 


some Llocel military unit. 


‘etabLish Contact 





The tendency of churchoe ta forget their young sen away from 
home in the ailitary service is nothing new in American life if 
we can believe Chaplain Grville J. Save who published a Handbook 
on the /ray Chaplaincy in i917. lie ceplores this indifference of 
the churches saying that “when a young man enters the Army, the 
churches seem to let co of him, and he leta co af the church, 139 
fhen he describes what local churches should be doing for the men 


in the service hie sugsestions sound such like the proposais presented 





30. Orville J, Nave, HANDBOOK ON THe ARMY CHAPLAINCY, Los Angeles, 
California 1917, pe 113. 
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500 
to churches today by the church Armed Cervicea Departaents. Concerning 
an organisation to perform thiu ministry he too suggests the organize-~ 
tion of a comaitize. Have outlines ten things which this comaittee 
can do to minister to their church membere who are away from homes 
His main idea is seintaining a list of those going into the service 
and enlisting the pastor, Sunday School teacher, and others in writing 
regularly to each man in the Armed forces, Have gives detailed 
instructions concsrning what the letters should contain, and the type 
of advice and encouragement that should be given to these young een 
in their country's service. Some of his suggested admonitions are 
quite practical, such as urging the serviceman to depesit his money 
with the paynaster at lo interest, or te send it home "to be kept 
sacredly for him to start in business with when he returns,"J2 
These words of wisdom given to local churches gome LO years ago 
concerning their ministry to service personnel are as applicable 
today as when they were written. The advice about saving money is 
etpecially true since the covermacnt no longer pays for veterans 
education. 

A practice which is most neplected by pastors and most recomnended 
by those who have served as cheplains, is the desirability of the 
pastor writing a letter to the chaplein of the man’s unit to conmnend 
the young man to the chaplain's spiritual care, A survey of 
Presbyterian, USA chaplains reveals that a very smell percentage 





31. Ibld., pe 18. 
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of pastors write to the chaplains as suggested above, «ven a smaller 
number than the 25% of pastors who counseled with man before they 
entered the service. in the writers fifteen years exoearience on 
active duty in the Navy he has received less than a dozen introductory 
type letters froa pastors concerning thelr parishoners and asking 
the chaplain to contact the young man personally. 

Some pastors may hesitate to write the chaplain because they 
do not know his name or address. for this introductory letter, 
however, it is not necessary to know the chaplaing name, in fact 
with the frequent changes of duty for military officers it is 
usually oetter not to use the mame since the chaplain whose nane 
was used may be transferred and the letter delayed in reaching the 
parishoner's chaplain, The sost practical way is for pastor's to 
address the letter aa follows: 


Tae Protestant Chaplain 
Servicenan's aicressa, 


This type of letter can be especially helpful to the chaplain and 
the servicenan by imnediately establishing e@ relationship between 
them and with the pastor at home. Where possible such letters 

ought to contain information concerning the spiritual background 

of the serviceman and the extent of his participation in church 
activities at home. Servicemen should be urged by the pastor end 
other church leaders to attend chapel services and to make themselves 
known to the chaplain on their own, but nothing can take the place 


of @ pergonal letier from the pastor to the chaplain. 
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“aintainine Contact 


in point of years covered and the quality of the work cone one 
ef the most, «fficient programs for ministering to servicenen is 
performec by the Lutheran groups. The firmed Serviers Commission 
of the Missourl Lutheran Synod uainiains recor’s in their offices 
on «ll servicemen from Missouri Lutheran Churches, The Cowalssion 
sends lotiers to liitheran Cheplaine or Service Pastors near the 
sexrviceman's station and has the young man contacted. If neither a 
Lutheran Chaplain er Service rvastor is avellable they may send the 
contact cards to the Protestant Cheplain, Although they do not 
maintain such a complete central record syetem (eince they serve 
_ @icht church bodtes) the National Lutheran Council's Bureau of 
Service to ilitery Perscrnel does manage to get many local pastors 
to send cards to cheplaings notifying hin of their parishoner's 
pregence in his unit. 
fro of the smaller denominations which have excellent procrzms 
for Keeping in touch with their young people in the service are the 
Free Methodist and the Christian Heformed Churches. They both heave 
a central office for records on thelr personnel and maintain a rather 
extensive correspondence. for the larger denominations however, 
a systen of central records is impractical and the cast of maintaining 
such @ program would be prohibitive. Most cenominations therefore 
mast depend upon the local church to maintain the contact end ministry 


te servicemen and to assist with suggestions and printed materials 
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of various types. 


Centact of Shureh Avenetes 


Youth departmenta of the Protestant churches have soucht to 
perform a spiritual wainistry to military personnel, Jn World Ker IT 
the Ceneral Comaission on Chaplains worked with the Federal Council 
of Charches, The International Council of Heligious Yducation and 
the Chrictian "Endeavor to sutablish the Servicemen's Christian 
League with an interdenominstional program for military personnel 
similar to the youth activity in the home church, Promotional 
materiale wore aimed at getting pastors at home to encourage their 
young people entering the service to participate in the 5.4.C.ie 
The Learpue journal called the LINK was woll received by servicemen 
of al11 faiths, The name of the organization wae changed to the 
United Fellowship of Protestants, and the Rev. Joseph C. Jana, became 
the first full time director in 1951. He has conducted an snerxetic 
program, ari) with Ur. Marion Creegar, *xecutive Secratary of the 
General Comeission of Chaplains and Armed forces Personnel, he hes 
produced some excellent materials for the churches to use with young 
people facing military duty and after entering the service. dr. Dana 
hae worked hard to sccure more support from youth departments of 
various cenominations for this provram, but the response has not 
been as rood as 4% should have been when the need is eerlously con 


Sicered, 
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Ag in other phases of Armed Cervices work the Lutheran groups 
are also doing outstanding work in the publication of materials 
for the local churches to send to their people in militery service, 


The hetional Litherean Council Sureau of Service Personnel print up 


colorful end artistie Christmas and caster cerds specifically cecirned 


for those in the Arwed rorces which are furnished to the pastors 
for distritution. They sleo cubliah en excellent little periodical 
celled, "4 Mighty fortress" which is distributed to pastors for 
mailing to thelr menbers in the militery service, The Missouri 
Lutheran Synod publishes quite an olaborate picture mscasine far 
their servicesen, “atverned after "Quick," it comes out quarterly 
anc is called “Double time,” ‘trey also send out weekly worship 
folders which eneble a serviceman to have his own worship service 
wherever he may is on city. These wo Lutheran groups, the 
Epiecopaliana, and rresbyteriane provide emali Cervice Crosses, to 
be worn with the identification tags, to indicate a men ie a member 
of thet perticuler churcn, Host Protestant churches crevice sxall 
cards for servicemen to carry in their wellete vhich identify thes 
es menbers of their church. The card crovided for latheran personnel 
has a space for chapluins to sign indicating that the man has 
received comunione 

Another examole of a ceanominational asency assisting the Locel 
churches to batter serve their service personnel is found in the 
Wlitary Service ¥Yemberehio Plan for Gundey School and Training 


Vnion conducted uy the Gundeay School Voard of the Southern baptist 
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Convention. The Cervice Heabership Associate Superintendent makes 
every effort to personally enlist the young service person in this 
memoership plan before they lsave home, or by correspondence after 
entering the military service. The regular Sunday School and Training 
Union querterlies and cevotional boekicts are civen to the service 
personnel. They are asked to keep up with the weekly lessone, use 
Gaily devotions and report to the group from time to time, This 
Gervics mosbership status will continue until one of the following 
happens: (1) The service member informs his union that he is an 
active member of a Training Union near his militery tase; (2) he 
requests thet hie name be removeds or (3) he is discharged from 
military service, 

Through the cooperation of al] Protestant Churches, groups 
such as the Gideons and the American Sible Society, continue to 
oupply service personnel with New Testaments, [ibles, and Scripture 
| portions. The greatest literature need today ig for attractive 
Gevotional materials, anc sor church membership instruction booklets 
for the wen and for the chaplains to be used in classes in preparation 
for church sembership, Most church bodies have meat the need for 
devotional materials by reprinting publications uged in korld Kar IT. 
Although on the whole these have been carefully selected to insure 
that the approach was applicable for today, there is still ea need 
for devotions] booklets written for service personnel in today's 


world, As the churches overall progrem of service to service persomel 
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gains wider acceptance and continues under its own mosentum, leaders 
of Armed Services work will have more time and soney to davote to 
such projects, "A Book of Ffrayers, Hymns and Services for Armed 
Forces," ia available from the Department of Publication and Distrie 
bution, National Council of Churches. A colorful poster with art 
end the words, "This Church Selcomes members of the Armed forces" is 


also evailable to denomination or to local churches from this o/fice, 
Haterials Needed and ‘urnished 


Since Protestant Chaplains in the Armed lorces seek to verve 
ali denominations there is a great need for clarification concerning 
exactly what a clergyman of one church can do to minister to members 
of another church. ‘This is especially true in regard to preparation 
ef, and the reception of new church members, The present day 
eaphasis upon evangeliem is reflected in the larzce numbers of young 
people in the service who sre enrolled in chaplains preparatory 
classes for church membership, Moat Protestent Churches have greatly 
simplified the procedure whereby their om chaplains cen receive 
new members and relate them to the church body. In several instences 
this hes been cone by churches in Washington, 0.C., whose pastors 
are members of the General Commission on Chaplains, agreeing to 
receive servicemen into their membership and then trensferring the 
membership to the church of the man's choice, or retaining it until 


he has decided where hoe wants to join. Some denominations have 
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publiehedc instruction booklets for their chaplains to use such as 
"The New Lite" (Hilitery [ditian), a joint production of the American 
and the Southern Baptist Conventions, In March 1956 the Presbyterian, 
GLA Comittee on Chaplains published "This Ye Believe," a cuide ‘or 
Protwatant Neligious Instruction Classes, written by Chaplain 
Frederick 4. Prink, USN, 

When there ig only one Protestent Chaplain on a ship or station 
it is somotimes difficult for him to properly prepare and receive 
persons for meabership in churches other then his own, Although 
the chaplain tirough collecting many church manuals micht learn the 
requirements for church membership in most denominations, practically 
none of these materials would clearly explein whet he as a clergyman 
of a particular group may or may not co in this regerd. The confusion 
which may result from the lack of such knowledge was forcibly brought 
to the writer's attention when he sew e picture of a chaplain 
baptiving seven men for church aenbership. in spite of the fact that 
five of these men were joining churches which receive members only 
upon baptism by immersion, ell seven men were haptized by the mode 
of sprinkling. Some might consider that these are insignificant 
external details, mit it Le not so mach © question of cacranentel 
grace for the individuals, as it is a matier of fair dealing with 
211 church ;roups.e 

Avout four veare eco the writer discussed thie matter with 
ty, Marion J, Creager, Director of the Cuneral Commission, end 


Kev. Joseph Ce Tana, Director of the United Fellowship of Protestants. 







oo © — © (ew 8) 1 eine 


————— Mh TT) 


a mre 


«© © +6 42. es ef gg 


— as ee ££ Se SG lea ieae 


Shwe 
Since thet tine these two mon heve discussed this problem with many 
denominational leaders and many have expressed interest and concern 
but thus far nothing definite has vsen developed, 

There are three major hindrances to the preperation of waterials 
guch as wo have deseribed above. Yhe first tapediment is that this 
question is deeply rooted in the overall problem of digagreesents 
between Protestant bodies concerning ordination, sacraments, charch 
policy, and the meaning of church membership. These preblems have 
been wrestled with by church icaders in every ecumenical church 
gatrering of tiis century and by coaittees between meetings, cat 
as of this date not too many definite conclusions have been reached, 
fe ihe ecumenical movement acvances however, and the anpointaent of 
ehapleing in industry and institutions increases, thera will be 
even more of a denand Sor answerg to theve questions, A part of 
this first obstruction ae far as the chaplain is concerned, is the 
fact the mam>sers or executives of the church Armed Forces departeents 
eannot make authoritative statements for their denominations in this 
fleld, ‘Such statements mist come from the denominetionel top lesdere, 
or from the denominstion as a whole in other groups. If these 
leaders could prepare instructions which would explain rhat cheplains 
of other denominations than their own aay do for their menbers or 
prospective masbers, and also whst their own chaplains may do in 
this regard, a compilation ef these directions would not oniy be 


yaluehle to shapleins ent others engaged in interdanominstional 
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59a 
work, but mey constitute a significant step in solving ecumenical 
problems of faith and practices. 

The second hindranee to the preparation and publication of 
euch instructions is the understandable fear that issuing these 
materials micht result in new or increased restrictions on the 
ministry of chaplains. It could be argued thet, in the eheence of 
written directione, the individual chaplain may now minister in 
accordance with his own understanding of the need in eny imrediate 
situations tut the promulgation of definite instructions could 
have an interdictive effect upon the chaplain's work, It is evident 
that for most Protestant churches and ministers this would be 
considered e reali danger, It ia howaver, a potential pitfall which 
is inherent in almost every phase of the ecuzenical movement. 
Allowing for the necessity of precautionary measures to prevent 
a restrictive legalism it seems that this could be a productive 
field for theorntical church cooperation to do some practical researches 

The third hindrance in the preparation of instructions to cuide 
chaplains conserning church membership is the fact that some of the 
churches most affected by these matters are not represented in the 
National Council of Churches, or General Comaigsion on Chaplains 
and Armed Forces Personnel, This factor however does not lessen, 
but merely intensifies the need for an understanding betwean non~ 
Romen Catholic groups regarding this subject, and for a clarification 


of view points, It is entirely possible that the Southern Paptists, 
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Hissourl Lutherans, sember clurches of the National Association of 
Evangelieels and others would be willing to prepare brief stetements 
ter the guidanee of chaplains of other denominatione which could be 
complied with statenents from churches exsoctated with the Ceneral 
Commission. The possibllities suggested here are of couree based 
upon the presupposition that al. denominations sincerely desire to 
be honest with one another and with service perzonnel,. 

The preperation of such a book of  uide lines to clergymen, 


for ministering to meabera or prespective mambers of cther churches 


then his own, need not involve any long dra@an out conferencee between 


charchesa, It would nowever, necessitate the formiletion m cenoninee 


tional leaders o} cleerecut anawere te a weries of earefolly prepared 
questions. The greatest probles involved in this kind of project 
would be in perweuading the various church leaders to actually anewer 
the questions, As difficult as this underteking would undoubtedly 
he, ite successful accoaplisnuent would be a nest significant and 
en adiitional helpful etep in the cervice of the churches ta service 
personnele 

A wost forceful sraaple of Fretestant cooperstion in performing 
& services to service personnel was the development in 195) ef the 
onified Religious Lencation Frocrem for the Armed Yorces, For years 
ehaplaing had been faced with the problea of using a different eet 
of religious education materials each time he reported to a new 


gtation. Ae Armed Terees perionnel moved their families frau post 
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to post there was no unity or relationship oetween the lessons they 
were having on one station and what they found on another station 
In seeking an answer to this problem the Armed Forces asked Protestant 
groups and arencles to combine their efforte with the chaplains to 
develop an interdenominational and yet intesrated program, Through 
many conferences from 1951 to 195), the Protestant Charch Owned 
Publishers Association worked out with the Armed Forces Chaplains an 
intergrated church achool curriculum.>¢ Christian education ace 
group specialists from several denominationna assisted in the program, 

The following bagic criteria was eatabliehed to cuide in the 
development of the curriculum: 

le It must contain and be based upon the sreat tenets of 

the Christian faith, concerning which there ie general agree= 

ment anong Protestants. 

20 It must take cognizance of the capacities and abilities 

of children end youth at the various stages of their 

davelopaent, in order that the faith thus communicated 

be meaningful to then. 

3. Chaplains mist be cable to orcer from one source, and 

be assured that ahipping will be facilitated, so thet the 

material can se available at the point of use when needed. >> 

The final selection of materials for all ages to be used over 
a three year cycle wes chosen from the curriculum resources of 
twelve major denominations as well as from the Friendship Pree, 
which represents 22 denominations, This Unified Sunday School 


program is designed to lead individuals tos 





32, NAVY CHAPLAINS PALLETIN, Winter 195k, De 13. 
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Le An everedeapening faith in God and communication with 

him through Jesus Christ as Sevior; 

2e An uncerstanding and use of the Dible; 

3. An aprreclation of and participation in the life and 

work of the Church 

he ‘The development of a Christian outlook on life; 

Se drowth in Christien choracter and social concern. 24 
The Unified frrotestant Sunday School Curriculum is arranged in such 
away that pupils whose fathers are tranaferred from station to 
station will te able to continues with their Christian education in 
& progressive and consistent manner. 35 

The euphasia shown in the above listed objectives of the 
Unified Curriculue are somewhat reflective of what chepleins have 
discovered to be the areas of greatest spiritual need among Arasd 
Forees personnel, these ;oals wight well be adopted as objectives 
of the local church's Christian education prosram if the church 
desires to make a positive contribution in preparing young people 
for military service as we diseussed it in Chapter ITI, 

Tn concluding this chapter concerning the sainistry t service 
personnel away from hoae the thing to remember is that the church 
must lot them know they are not forgotten through maintaining the 
pastoral relationship and church contact in every possible way. 

A very tencible means through which this contact is meintained 
is in the ministry of the chanisins, and Servies pazters, who become 


the long arm of the church ministering wherever the servicemen co. 





She Lbide, Pe he 
35-6 Ibides Pe be 









cal 


- eon — at = 


—_——<— —_ ~~ 


a 





ss —@@ 


ae || Eee 4s em Re lm, 





*®* eee se eee ee ee aa 
_-_ — ee ee a 7 Ce 
A 


DP th <<, a cz sms, 












Se —— ee ee ees 


re prem selene jac bee o@ @ = 


——E" Pe 1. eee Oe 

eee ee. eee Se 

— oe — = aaiee 6 Ge © 
- aie ._—t @ Oy 

a 

_—— a oe — te ee oa ae 


— = — — on oe se 


i 
Wen in the service away from home do appreciate the church remembering. | 
The writer has on numerous occasions observed the pleased expression 
as the men proudly shows the cheplain a Sunday Bulletin from hie 
home church, and says, "See shet my church (pastor) sent to ms," 
If nothing slse cen bo done merely mailing a bulletin helps, but 
how mich more could be accomplished through a personal letter to 
the man, or his chaplain, or both, if the busy paster can soachow 
manage it. Too many times young people in the sarvice are allowed 
te gain the impression thet sines they seea to be out of the mind 
of the church they are also anay fran God's care and guidance. 

Churches should not hesitate to send copies of their denominational 
periodicals to servicsaen for although they say have not had the 
interest or opportunity to read these at home they wlll apsreciate 
and read then with profit in the service. This will ve true of 
aiosionery macasines also, especially if the young man is overseas. 

In their concarn for the serviceman who is away from hoge the 
Crerch should not forget his parents or wife who are stil. in the 
comunity. Many timet the greatest atrein involving wzilitary 
service is to be found in the femilies at home, Much has been 
said about the temptations faced by servicemen suparated from 
loved ones, tat the chaplains who nave read the letiers of confessions 
froe young wives, as they counseled with the soldier er seilor, 
know that there are also many temptations in the home town, Our 


young adult society is bullt around couples and a young wife finds 
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hergelf left out if her hushand is away in the services, She may 
also ba trying to decide whether to follow her husband to a town 
near his tase, ox faeing other dilemmas. Here ara soma needy areas 
for the cterches servies to service personnel. 

An additional aid in keeping the service parsomel in the mind 
and prayers of the church people ts to usa pictures of the servicenan 
with the honor roll, or to place their pictures eround @ map of the 
world on a wulletin board, with 2 streamer fron the picture te the 
pleca where the man ig currently stetioned. All contacts shovld 
enecourgsge the young people to teke sdvantege of the positive 
orportunities to crow spiritually end to be &@ good witness to their 
Christian faith. This pert of the churches service should be 
designed to save the young man in the service for himself, and for 
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THs GLVaCe OF TRE CHURORES fO SEHVICE 
PRERSOHNEL TR TRE COMUKTTY 


The Cpportanity is There 


it is not only important that churches should maintain a 
ministry to their young people who are eway from the home church 
in the service, but for churches located neer military bases there 
ig the challence to serve the young men and women brought into the | 
community because of their duty in the Armed forces. 

Every church in a community where service personel come 
during their liberty hours should make definite plans to welcome 
and minister to theese people tust as they would to studente if the 
church were in a college tomm. Although there is sometines a need 
for the church to furnish recreational facilities, especially if 
the mimbers of men overtax local wholesome entertainaent facilities, 
the most significant contrit:tion the church can make is te fully 
enlist service personnel in their church pregram,. 

The everage servicemen in today's Armed forces dovs not especially 
relish being singled out for attention in community or church 
eetivitieos. Neither they ner people in cenmeral have the same 
patriotic feelings that predomineted during the war years, Changes 
in duty stetions are aich less frequent than during war tim and 


more servicemsn have their own cars, wear civilian clothes, and 
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desire to become @ part of community life. This meana that more 
attention should te given to ancouraging service personnel to auve 
their aembership or come under the wabeheere of the church near the 
base. | 

Another fuctor whieh affects the charch's ministry to service 
persomnel is thet about fifty percent of them are married and thin 
ministry will mot be egsentially ditierent from that rendered io 
other families moving into the community. ihe church can be 
especially helpiul however to wives whose husbands ieve to be away 
from home on extended cruises cx temporary culy orders. The iousing 
areas near large military bases cunstitute a great home wissionary 
field. The Mission boards or fetense Comaunity Commblitees of the 
Churches are taking more and more interest in this type of opportunity. 
Tne aeseistance usually takes ihe form of financial sid to build 
church houses neuwr the camps or furnishing trained workers either 


permanently or to sect up the program, 


erate with Locel Churches 





The work of the Committees on Uliiteary and Veteran's Services 
of the Disciples of Christ gives sn example of the agesistance 
rendered to churches near militar; basea. This Comselttee will 
provide a yleld forker «ho conducts a tarese to GLX week campaign 
when the local church so requests. fhe salary, automocile and 


travel ere provided by the Committee. The Field torker visits 
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military families, heads up a comaunity religious censue and a 
program of visitation evangelism. dGhe also counsels with church 
erganisations to make their ministry personnel more effective, and 
assista in developing study fellowship and recreational activities 
for sarvicenen, finally they train lay workers to contimuie the 
Programe 

As we have indicated, wherever possible the service people 
should become a regular part of the church activities. In Tremont 
Temple Saptist Cmirch of Poston for instanee service personnel have 
veen included as e part of the Collese Career Club, 4 fairly high 
percentage of this group 1s made up of servicemen and women, One 
advantage of this approach is the opportunity it presente for 
colleze atudente or working young people who have or whe will have 
soryed in the Armed forces to have fellowship with those who at 
present are in the service. 

Concerning the frrotestant Churches part in commnity projects, 
Or. Marion Creeger, Executive Secretary, General Comission, writes 
"So far as I know, just a few city Councils have departaents and 
programs for service personnel.” Some cities which do have such 
programs are Hashington, °.C., Seattle, Tacoma, Los Angeles, 
San "hego and New York, Churches of Jacksonville, florida have 
worked out a worthwhile plan with the Naval Air Station, whereby 
the chapleins furnish pastors with the names and addresses of service 


personnel] who ere members of their particular denomination. They 
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aleo arrange for pastors to talk with these pereons on the base if 
4% seems advisable, “ach pestor sends a personal letrer to the 
individuel concerned inviting him to attend church, A number of 
the churches have printed meps on the back of their stationery 
giving the location of the church building and directions for 
reaching ite 

A similar project has heen worked out in Washington, D.C, with 
the Holling Air Force Fase. Each Nednesday, at the Chapel Center 
on the bage, civilian clergymen sre given an opportunity to present 
their respective programs as they meet with airnen in denominetional 
preference groups, ‘Twenty churches of the D.C. aroa are participating 
in the program, and an average of about seven clergymen are present 
each weeke2° ‘The San Diego, California Couneil of Churches has an 
axtensive program of vlacing men in homes for dinner throuch the 
churches. Upportunitins for such close cooperation between local 


ehurches and military beses exist all over America, 
Church Service Centers 


Pesides cooperating with local USO's or Armed Yorces YAA's 
some of the denominations have established their own hospi telity 
centers, ‘Several of these are on a strictly local basis, but most 
of them are sponsored by the national headquartera of the charchese 





36. CHAPLAINS WRASLSTIPR, U.S. Airforce, January 1956, pe 2. 
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The most active group in this regerd are the Lothorans who operate 
kS centers in the United States beside those in Alaska, Panama, 
Hong Kong, Formosa, England, ‘iermany, Hawaii, Japan, Phillipvines, 
Puerto Rice, and the Virgin lelands, These are conducted under 
the supervision of the Lutheran Service Commission, a cooperative 
effort of the National Latheran Council and the Lutheran Church, 
iseourl Synod. 

Although due attention is given to recreationel activities 
there is a definite spiritusl caphasis in all Lutheran Service 
Centers, Helicious services, Bible Study, and Instruction classes 
are conducted regulerly. It is sicnificent that in spite of a 
reduction of Amsed foress each year, that there was en increase in 
every phase of activity in 1955 compered with 195, According to 
the Commisgion's report for 1955 thare wore 500 more Fible Classes 
held with almost 50% moses in attendance at the Bible Classes. 

A ywaber of local churches have eatablished Service Centers 
independentiy by utilising thelr own facilities and volunteers, 
Some of thease such as the "Church oor Canteen" of the Calvary 
Baptist Church in Sashington, 0.6. are only open on Friday, Seturdaey 
and Sunday evenings, when a larre number of servicemen are in the 
city, Many churches in this category have set up Kospitelity Houses 
on a icmporary tasis by Keeping foicing cota and teding avalleble 
which can be set up on week-ond nights. 


The Servicesen's Center in the educational building of the 
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Seeond Raptiat Church in Hichmond, Virginia is an exemple of a 
denominational coovsrative endeavor on an asgeciational wide basis. 
4& different, local Aaptist church sponsore the center each week-end, 
furnishing the hostesses and refreshments. ‘The varttime director 
supervises the work of the many volunteers who scsrry on the work. 

An excellent illustration of a Service Center conducted on a 
cooperstive interdenominational basig on every level from the National 
Church Headquartera to the local church is to te found in the 
‘Hospitality House" located in the Federated Church of Ayer, 
¥Yassachusette. Spousored by the Tort Davene Comnittes ef the 
Wassechusetts Council of Churches, it is financially supperted frou 
the Armed Services Devartments in the national headquarters of the 
Congregational Christian Churches, Amorican Baptist Convention, 
Methodist Church, Protestant Zpiecepal Church, and Presbyterian 
Church, USA, The Center hes been in operation since 1950, The 
lecal church pastor, Dr. Hugh Penny, is the Director end he is 
assisted by a part-time Hostess Ura, Kuth frost. As in most Service 
Gentors a large part of the work is conducted by volunteers, ‘The 
mitetanding aspect of volunteer work in this Center is the fact that 
various City Councils of Churches in the area take turns in being 
resvonsible for bringing refreshments and hostesses to the hospitality 
House, The Worcester Council of Churches, for instance, has one 
month, the Redford Council the next month, end so on throughout the 
year, The Kouse ig open every night but Mondey and in 1955 served 


2. 
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over 18,002 soldiers from Fort Deveng and other servicemen. 

The USC and other service centers have always used the motto, 
RA home away {roa home,” but the Vospitelity House in Ayar actually 
has come very close to maxing this charch centered louse a real 
home away from home. AS one soldier told the writer, when he visited 
the Hospitelity House, “Hany Service Centers seem commercialilzed, 
but thie ia home.® An umesual fecture of this Center eich helps 
to maintain this attitiade is om orranization of servicemen and 
hostesses knonmn as "The Heart of the lousee® The preamble of 
their Constitution statas, We, & sroup of persons interested in 
the spread of Christian Fellowship anc premotion of activities in 
the Hospitslity House, believe that sn organization 1s neceszary 
for the attainment of our goeis,* Te qualify ‘or membershic s 
person mast be present tee Dundey nights and three other nighta, 
accept the vreamtle and signify his desire to join by siguiing his 
nome, It is emphasized that 4t is in no way to be considered an 
exclusive organizaticn. Officers are elected for four senthe end 
may not serve for more than two consecutive teras. The writer 
telked with some of the officers end Sound them to te conscientious 
youns man who are cemonetrating initiative and ability in prosoting 
worthehile activities and in cond:eting the affairs of the Kuspitelity 
Rouse, This type of organiaetion offers unlimited opcortunitles 
for church centered eeorvice centers, It is aleo a wholesome ewiten 


from the cry of despeir sometimes heerd of, "That can we do for our 
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Interasnoninational services 
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young people rolng into the service?", to @ cemonstration of what 
young servicemen cen do for themerlives when civen the opportunity, 
An indication of the spiritual warmth of this center is that nins 
young men who were active in the "Hop" Nouge durins their ary days 
at Yort Devens ere now studying for the ministry. There is neec for 
additional service centers involving city, state, and national 
councils of churchose 

Whether a charch, or churches, establish a Service Center near 
military installations or not, every pastor or church sincerely 
interested in serving military personnel cen usually find an outlet 
for their concern through the local USO or Armed Services YYCA, 
Churches or pastora who sack to mintster to sorvice parsonnel in 
this way mist remember however, that they will not be permitted 
to follow a denominational smphesis in helping these orranisetions 


with thelr relirious proxcran. 
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Cooperation with the Araed force 





Other cooperativa efforta on behalf of the Armed Services are 
to be found in the Armed forces Preaching Missions and the Protestant 
Chaplains Hetreate, These are conducted jointly sech wer by the 
General Comsission on Chaplaing and the Department of “venrceslionm 
in the Nationel Council of Churches. They are planned with military 
chaplains and are a demonstration of cooperative service to service 


personne], The Joint “epertment on fvangeliem has worked out 2 
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manual, es @ result of several years experisnce, for the guicance 
of chapleins in conducting the Preaching Missions on their station. 
They furmieh the speakers and underwrite the travel expenses involved. 
The military installation is asked to take care of the local expenses 
of the missioner in terms of hospitality, ‘the sneakers, many of 
whom ere outstanding preachers, give of their time anc receive no 
honorarium, Money from offerings taken curing the moctings is 
forwarded to the Joint Departesnt of “tvangelism, ihe Chaplaina 
ietreata are administered by the General Commission and a similar 
arrangement concerning the leaders is followed as that used in 


getiing preachers for the Preaching Kissions, 








CHAPTER VI 


THE SERVICE OF THY CHURCHES TO SERVICE 
PARSOMNEL OVENS EAS 


Services Centers and Service Pastors 


One of the zost eritical phages of the churches ministry to 
military personnel is in connection with such personmmel's duty 
overseas, ‘The situation is particularly serious in Cermany and 
in the >ar Vast, and the relations with local citizens have inter 
national implications, In order to illustrate how the churches 
work cooperatively in seeking to meet some of these problems, a 
somewhat cetailed chronological account will be presented concerning 
the development of the joint Protestant work for servicemen in 
JRPAN» 

It was the writers privilege to attend the first informal 
conference of representatives of Armed Services Departsents and 
Missions Societies to consider the needs in the far last. The 
conference was held in ffiashington, 0.C. in the Spring of 195k. 
it was convened on the joint call of the Division of Foreign Missions 
of the Hational Council of Churches in America and the General 
Commission on Chaplains. ‘the Social Walfeare Comission of the 
Japanese National Christian Council had made a special study of 
the possibilities in conneetion with Japanese Churches perforning 


a spiritual ministry to American Serviees Personne] serving in Japatte 
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Ag a result, the Japanese Conmiasion was proceeding on its own 


initiative to establish ten interdenominational Service Canters in 


strategic areas, The Japanese wanted to keep the centers on a 


Christian religious beals, ami not to merely be organising another 
recraational outlet, Their maior purpose wae to give the Amoriecan 
Servicemen an opportunity te come to know the Japanese people under 
more favorable circumstancss than was usually the case. The problen 
of financing the Church Gervice Centers was too great for the 


Japanese Churches, and they had requested aid from the National 


Gounell of Churches in the United States. Some Japanese cenominational 


leaders had also ayprosehed their own church groupe in America, 
There wes a general feeling expressed in this conference that 


ordinarily missionary funds should not be diverted ‘or such purposese 


A warning was also voiced against giving any impression at home or 


abroad that missionaries were mere adjuncta of United States Armed 

Forces. This idea developed, after the discussion had broadened, to 

include the question of what the churches of Amorica could themselves 

do in performing @ ministry to military personnel in oversese arease 
The Lutheran representative described their overseas service 

centers and the ministry of Service Pastors abroad, Such pestors 

had >een serving in \orsesa end Japan and socom another was going 

to Germany, The Presbyterian Church, USA had been wrestling with 

this problem since 1952, They felt that the work aust be carrisd 

oat through the native churches and not the missionaries. They 
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reported that the Neverend Norwan ©. foehler, a former Navy Chaplain, 
and hie wife were departing soon to represent the Presbyterian 
Church in working with Japanege Churches to establish Service Centers 
in accordance with the Japanese requeste 

Subsequent to this conference some of the representatives went 
on a tour of Eases in the far ‘ast to get a first hand vwicture of 
the conditions needing attention from the churches. Tishop Henry I. 
Loutitt, of South Plerida and Chairman ef the “piscopal Armed Forces 
Division, was ons of thoss making the tour. iis article "Rullddp 
for International Tragedy* was published in the Cctober 195 issue 
of THE LIVING CHURCH. A strong editorial appeared in the sane 
Lesue commending the article and uxging the Church to put forth more 
efforts to meet the chalience. A group of representative reliziours 
leecers went on e tour of Air force Hases in Garope, North Africa, 
and the Near Past during tho Sumaer of 195k. Cheplain iobert d, 
Plumb, USHER, “xecutive Secretary of the eplacopal Armed Servicers 
work went on this tour, and his report, “Overseas Hilitary Instelletions 
Offer New Church frontlera,® was published in the November 195k 
Ausue of PORTH, the official publication of the Npineopal Church. 
Moet of the religious Leaders who toured bases in the far “ast or 
in Farope vrete articles or cave talks to cmurch groups concerning 
the need Zor a spiritual ministry io ailitery personnel serving 
OVeTS OAL « 


The second invormel conference on the responsibility of the 
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Protestant Charchea for American Military Personnel, during their 
offedity hours in overseas commnities, wee held on 11 Novenber 195) 
in the fmerican Saptist home Mission Society offices, in New York 
City. Bishop Loutitt reported on hie trip and the Presbyterian 
representatives renerted om the work of Lev, Koehler in Japan, 
There wes a discugeion of funds available from various denominations 
for enlarging the program, Chaplein (Major General) Cherles Carpenter, 
USAF in his renarks atated, "On the longerance problem,..we need to 
get to the Youth fepertesnts of our churehes with this problem so 
they can lay before young people in their youth counseling exactly 
what youth are faced with today in an internetional sense, We 
could go even further: I think this could be so cefined in our 
denominational chamels for presentation in nen’s scroups or to stir 
up enough interest to get financial suppert on the incal level,*3/ 

At this conference it wae voted to recommend to the Diviston 
of foreign Missione of the National Council of Churches and to the 
feneral Coumiesion on Chaplains thet e Joint Committee he set up 
at the carliest possible date. It was voted also that the cheirsen 
be authorized to request the services of the Public kelations 
Department of the National Council of Chirches to esnist in publicis- 


ing these needs and the attempts to meet then. 





37. lUnpeblished minutes of the joint conference of the General 
maission of Chaplaing and reprasentatives of the Siszion 
HoaTrds e 
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tne doint Comaittee which was authorized met in teshkinecten, 6S. 
in Jenuary at which time « budget was drawn up and policies and 
protadures were Jliscusned, The next meeting was held on the 22nd 
of April 1955 where it was reported tat $5,000.00 had Wen sent to 
the Japansee Christian Coumcil, anc that receipts to date revrasented 
a little over one helf of the 1955 tudget. The USO wae represented 
in all. of these meetings, and it is esaphasived twat the churches 
are in no way seeking to duplicate loo efforts, Frowaleling reports 
were mace in the april nseting concerning tha futuze of work in 
Japen, Okinewa, long xomg, anc horede 

Thase efforts of tae Cooperative Committee on Minisiwy to 
Personnel in the Far Past as they have joined with the Japan Christian 
Gouncil constitutes « cefinite step ‘orward in the type of Lnter- 
denominational cv) taternational eppreach which is so necessary if 
churches today are io properly ainister to service personnel Kho are 
gerving in overseas areas. Guprort of the Koshler’s in the Christian 
Servicenen's Centor in Sasebo, Japan is mace posible ty the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, end the administrative and work budget sre 
the joint reeponsibility of joint groups. Chief lequan J, Hi. raters 
who uerved at Sasebo for tym years told the writer that this Cantor 
is carrying cut a well rounded program which is sincerely appreciated 
hy the offieers and wen of the U.S. havy. Us siated that one reason 
senior offieers respected the Contar was that the work wee entirely 


supported ty the churches, and that nothing had been requested from 
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the Armed Yorcas. 


Amerioen and Kative Churches 


Another interdenominational church group that is rencering an 
excellent ministry to American Servicemen and their families overseas 
is the Department of American Commnities Overseas of the Nationel 
Council of Churches, The numerous Enplish speaking Union churches 
workin: through this department ere serving Amorican personnel, 
elvilien and silitary in many netions around the world. The writer 
has preached in the American Community Church in Athens, (reece, 
and in Nice, France. Jie visited the pestor ond sent a church perty 
to the American Church in Seirut, Lebanon. The pastor in Seirut 
in cooperation with the writer arranged with his menbers to take 
many of the sailors and marines into their homes for Sunday dinner. 
In all of these churches military personnel and their families were 
taking an active part. 

In a letter received on April 14, 1956, from the Separtaent of 
American Comaunitias Overseas, Dr, Hobbines W. Barstow, Executive 
Sirector, states thet their most active program for servicemen is in 
the American Church in Paris. The letter quotes from a report of 
the church ss foliows: “The United States persommel of SHAPB ee. 
use the gymnasium for basketbali. A billeting service for male 
members of the Amoricean Armed Torces provides bede and beths for up 
to SO men a night the peer round, In 195) over 7,000 billets were 
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provided." A number of sailors reported to the writer that they had 
enjoyed saster Vorship Services in this Church, when they returned 
to the ship from a tour to Paris in April 1955. 

ihe concern of Protestant Churches for American servicemen 
overseas has been dramatically symbolized by the visite of Hishop 
Williem ©, dartin and Dr. Varson Blake, presidente of the National 
Couneil of Churches, to Korea and Lr, Blakes Christass mission to 
Air Eases in the North Atlantic. 

The hearty welcome given to American Servicemen in the national 
churches of all countries has been a source of inspiration end informa~ 
tion to our young men in meny wayse In 19S and 1955 the writer 
took groups of sailors on over 50 visits to Protestant Churches in 
nations around the Mediterranean, Joint worship services were 
conducted in many of them through interpreters, but the Christian 
fellowship was understood by all in eplite of language barriers. 

American aissionaries in foreign lands have ministered to service 
personnel and their families in many ways. They heve not only 
interpreted the lanmage but also the native people thamselves to 
military personnel, In 198 Southern Baptist Missionaries in Japan 
started meetings with Haptist young people of the Armed Yorcee in 
the Tokyo Chapel Center once each month on a Sunday afternoon. Now 
the meeting is held twice a month and similar fellowship groups 
have been organized in other cities, At these neetings, nissionarics, 
chaplains, officers and enlisted personnel come together for worship 


and fellowship. These groups have also underteken projects to eid 
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the aisaion work,2° | 

The churches tesk of serving our servicemen (and civilians) 
overssag 1s too great te os turned over to tie missionaries who have 
their own work to 40, ner can 1% be completely done ty the native 
churches wre are trying to reach thelr om people. The answer to 
the nee is for more American Overseas Churches, more Christian 
Servicemen’s Cantera, and more Service Vvasters such ag the Presbyterian 
Services pastor in Alagka, or tho Latherangs have in Germany, Japan and 


other areas of the Fecitie, 





33. #imeographed Materiales prapared by &. L. Ackise, Home Mission 
Soatd, Southern Paptist Convention. 
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TH. GRRVIO® OF THE CHURCHES TO RY TURNING 
SURVICe lib OHNZL 
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imeediately following “orld Wer II there was a great deal said, 
and some books wore written concerning the churches and the returning 
gervicenen. This was in keeping with the ceneral interest among 
many croups of jmerica in assisting tne veterans to readjust to 
eivilian life. Although the number of servicemen returning to 
civilian life tocay ig small in comparison to the months immediately 
following the war, the Armed Yorces are sending more persons into 
our country's life each year then all our colleges and graduate 
schools combined, 2? 

For the church which has sincerely endeavored to conduct a 


program such as we have deseribed in Chapters Ii, IY, and V, a worthe 


While ministry to the returning servicemen will be greatly facilitated. 


A young man from such a chorch may feel inclined to call on the 
pastor to pay his respects, and to discuse his future plans. 
Whether the young man seeks out the pestor or not, the pastor should 


o813 in the home as goon as possible. 





394 "Some Obligations of the Church to its People in the Armed 
Forces,* 1955S, an address by Sherwood Cates. 
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ihe question of whether any special welcome home ceremony 
should ce held will best be answered »y the locel conditions, It 
may be that this will take the form of a party concucted by the 
sunday School, Youth fellowship, or men's groupe ihe important 
thing is that he anc his wife if he is warried, shall feel a genuine 
welcome from the church, ‘Zhe returning servicemen :celrm sonewhat 
Lost ror a few weeks, and the church fellowship is an excellent 
place for him to regein his senge of community, At the same ilme 
hovever he wants to become sn inciyidual agein and it is here also 
that the pastor and church can help by accepting hin for whet he is 
~ not as a Ge i.e, or a problem but as @ fellow Uhristian and church 
member, ihis matier of aeseeptence must alse te extended to include 
the acceptance of the young man's wife especially if he brings home 
a Japanese or Gersen bride, iegsrdless of the reception given a 
foreign born wife in the community, the Church should certainly be 


a haven of strength te the young couple. 


Counseling the Vxejerviceman 





if the pastor is approachable there may be many things for which 
the returned serviceman will turn to him for counsel, Uany will 
want to discuss their vocationel choice and education, which may 
pose more problems for young exessrvicemen today since the veterans 
educstional benefita aro no longer aveilable, excevi w those who 


entered the service e mimber of yaare ago. some may regent the 
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discontinuance o: many benefits of the ©.1, Bill of rights and feel 
they are ag auch entitied to them as others who served befors the 
cutoff date, These may require additional pastoral care, 

oomée young veterans may be thinking eerlously about the Chrigtisn 
ministry or becoming a missionary, The pastor will went to discuss 
these plang at length with his varishoner, and help the individual 
understand the reletionghip of his service exprriences with the desire 
to engage in full time Christian work. A sarvey of the Veterans 
‘Administration revealed that over 36,000 ex-servicemen sace cecisions 
for religious work and used their educational rishts for tireininge 

Othera will have such sensral provlems of readjus went as 
getting a job, or fitting back into the femily and the churches 
Lome will be at outs with themaclves because they did net live up to 
their ideale or to the teachings of the charch, hey were weak anc 
yielded to temptation, now with the fasily and church so clese again 
they are filled with remorse. Others may be physicaliy injured 
when they return home, ithether the sickness is spiritual or orpanie 
it calls for all the pastor's counseling skill and for the heeling 
ministry of the church, if tie exserviceman is gerioualy injured 
or 411 onough to be placed in the nearest Veterans Hospital, the 
church will seek to minister te this young aan, or woman, and te 
thsir families. ‘horches Furnish thelr queta of chaplains io the 
Veterans Administration as they do to the «rwed Services, end the 


 ~pestoxs wlll cvoperete with the hospital cnaplain in bringing pastoral 













2 





- 

Ceh amt. + oa 
2 Tk Cee 86 Cee Ce eee 
" ot Ree ae eee 
ee ee 
Eee ee Oe ee (eee 6 eee 
LA A, oe 
———— ee ) ee Oe Qe ot 
—— ee 7 ee Lee 
—_ ee ee i /  e — 
eee eH aw —— of —m 
6 Cees & fe ee bt ee 01 
i eh th ee ee mmm 
rr 2 eS se oe oe ae @ o£ 
ee =e a tee ol ow 
——> ae “ae —~— L @& ee oes 
























° i  -e + oe oe uae £ 
on rr td oe — or 
eee § SS ae ae ei a «© 
oe] ae = ©€ «= = «l/l @& 





~85e 
care to the patient from hie churche 
If there sre several veterans who seem te be having problems, 
the pastor may set up @ group ciscugsion, or counseling c#etings, 
similar to those held for young people facing military service, 
Through the chureh Service Committee or the leyraens group 
there should be a reservoir of practical advice and assistance for 
the veterans cesiring to fo into some trade, business, or profession. 


Lay people can be trained for counseling with veterane, 


The Veteran Serves Kis Church 


The maturity and experience of these veterans should be utilized 
in the service of the church, Many of them will have color elides 
to illustrate their expsriences, especially those who visited 
mission fields overseas. Opportunities should te given to them to 
tell their story and to show their pictures, If they have the talent 
they should be enlisted as Scout workers, Sunday School Teachers, 
or perhaps as coach for charch athletics. There ere other activities 
where ex-servicemen may make a real contribution, such as ushering, 
canvassing work, or visiting new families in the conmmnity, A 
place could surely be found for many of them on the churches comaittee 
for ministry to the Armed Services. The National Aseociation of 
Bvancelicals has a program of an fvangelical Buddy Club for each 
church, each returned serviceman is automatically a member and is 


assiened as a Yuddy to & young man on active ditye 
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ine Church therefore must stend ready to perform a Loving 
ministry to those whose faith has been weakened or moral standards 
lowered by their service experileness, The church must also properly 


channel his matured Christian seal, and the new interest in causes 


end people, which also say be brought home by the returning serviceman, © 








CHAPTER VIIT 


PROMOTIONAL AGPEOTS GF THE CRURCHRS SURVICE 
TG SPRVICE FPRASORREL 


thy No Lone Rence Program of Promotion? 





in spite of the fact that many church leaders are aware of ths 
Churches task in performing an adequate ministry te young poople 
facing military service, promotional afforts need to be intensified 
not only to maintain the cresent interest but to reach the vast 
numbers of pastora and charch loaders who have as yot manifested 
Little or no mann In March 19% the writer, as a chaplain, was 
asked to speak in 2 local church concerning this subject. The Armed 
services “epartsent in the denominational headquarters of this 
verticular church for several years hes hed oxeellent materials 
to use in establishing and conducting a program for their young 
people facing military service, but neither the paster nor young 
men entering the service this Summer were feuiliar with these 
matertala. A letter from the "irsetor of Militery Personnel for a 
Lerge denosination reveals that he spoke recently in s church, of 
thet denomination, in the same city where his office is located and 
the church had never beard of this work for servicemen nor of the 
TMLreetor of the cepartment. These are indications of one of the 
major needs in the whole matter of the churches ministry to military 
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perecnnel; nexely inforaing the local charches and gaining their 
cooperetione 

UVe Be Le fckiss, Military Personnel, Southern Saptist Convention, 
in @ letter to the writer, sums up the two things which are of 
—outaost consideration in this whole matter of the churches ministry 
to military personnel: "(a) Getting the facts squarely before the 
churches and sgencies, (b) Cetting both to DO something about the 
Tacté. 

In making this study of the Churches Ministry to the Armed 
Forces, twelve central departuents of Protestent Church Vublic 
Neletions or Promotion have been contacted in person, or by letter, 
and fourteen Armed borces Uepartments in churches heve teen contacted, 
In none of these groups has any long range promotional program been 
worked out on a cooperative beeig to make the churches more avare 
of their reaponsaibilities in providing adequate ministry to youth 
tefore, during, and efter military service. It is not @ matter of 
nomcooverstive attitudes or antegenigm. There is a friendly 
reletionship between all the Armed Servicee Lepartaents and their 
group's promotion departsaents. They to cooperate as the occasion 
orises, but there are a mimber ef reasons for the leck of a long 
range promotional program, soms of them are ac Zollows: 

(1) The need for sich @ program hes never been serisusly 
emwpidered, Some ware frank enough to admit they had just never 


thought about it before. 
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(2) A general tendency to overenphasize publicity, especially 
the printed word, anc a laek ef understanding of proactional objectives 
and procedures, This has resulted in a cearth of long range plane 
for ather phases of church activity, as well as in relationa with 
the Armed Serrices, 
(3) Both the Promotional end Armed Serwiees departments are 
usually overworked, and do ant have the time or persomnel necessary 


to launch extensive progreng, 
Coopere tion on Promotion 


There has been a great deal of cooperation between these two 
departments as fcr ax pure cublicity is concerned, All the offices 
of Promotion contacted etated that they usually tried to place news 
releases anc photos turned over to them by the Armed Services depart 
ment of their church, Armed Ferees departments Secretaries for the 
ehurches all have ceclarad thet they reeaive mood cooperation when 
they have requested publicity. “ost of the church Armed Services 
departments have cirect contacts with communication media and make 
their oa releases or crrancenents, In the Missouri Lutheren Church | 
it is apreed thet the Sreed Services Commission will release to 
internal media of the church, but that the public relations office 
will sake releases to the cenereal oblie, Most of the Armed Services 
Seereteriee indicated that they also deal with Fromotion offices of 


other agencies in their denonination for technical assiatance and 
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professional acvice. Where the Arwed Services department ia part of 
the Home Mission Society or some other ageney of the church, the 
promotion office of this agency ie available to aid them, When the 
writer visited the headquarters of the Cpiscopal Church the Secretary 
of the Armed Services Branch showed him the window display which 
the promotion department had arranged to show the "piecepal work 
for the Armed Forces, 

Cecasionally some church magegine will feature the work of 
Chaplains or the churches ministry to Service personnel, The POKES 
VISSTONE magasine of the Southern Saptiat Convention, for instance, 
devoted the front cover picture, an editorial and four articles to 
thin work in the April 1955 issue. This came about as ea result 
of the Home Miesion Foard's desire to promote the newly orgenised 
Miniatry to Wilitary Personnel, The NATIONAL LUTHGRAN, PRESBYTOHIAS 
LIFR, and ether denominational macazines have devoted issues or 2 
series of articles to these matters. 

Armed Services Secretaries indicated that generally the otete 
or “etrict charch periodicals have not carried meny of their 
articles or pictures. This may come from the independent cheracter 
of some of these periodicals and the lack of personal contacts by 
the Secretaries, 

The Rove Fe 0. didboe, Secretary of the tureau of Service 
Personnel, National Lutheran Council, wrote that in order to render 


s fair judgnent as to the publicity coverage "One must weich the 
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eaphasis which has been given to the ministry to service personnel 
4n the sane scale in which e211 other branches of the Council's work 
16 mesoured. i believe it has received ite fair chere...Tiw 
initiative reste with this office." This probably reflects the 
thinking of most of these Secreteries whe realize that there are 
many causes within the church, 211 of which are seeking space in 
‘we available media, 


Church Armed Servicea Dernartmeente Oo Their Om Promotion fork 





Ag hea been polnted out, the Armed Services departvent of 
Proteatant Churches have in general conducted thelr own promotional 
programs. A consideration will now be given to thelr activities 
in thie regard. ‘Speaking before reylonal and national church 
agsendlies seems to be the fevored way of Secretaries of these 
departnents to present the churches progras for ministering to 
services personnel, They eapecially like this method when there ia 
opportunity for questions end answers. In this, thay have recognized 
a basic technique, thet the more personal a aediusa is, ths acre 
effective the ccmmunication, The greatest problem is the overcrowded 
schedules in most eclurch conferences, Ostting on the program cepends 
Largely or. jiaving made long range plang and contacts with church 
leaders, All grcups reported using this asthod at every opportunity. 

All questionnaires state that exhibits are uged in telling 


the story, Sometines the Service cepartaent arranges its own exhibit 
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and at other times they call upen the Armed Porces to set up exhibite 
a®& church conferenmes,. None of the Secretariea contacted said that 
they were using rartlo or television in thalr proactionel vork, 

Felicious news sedie may receive som meterials recarding this 
ministry to military perronnel prorren directly from the Armed Services 
or from syndiceted news services, tut they are mainly dependent upon 
the Armed Services ceparteents of the churches, These departacntes 
get much of their material directiy from their own chaplains through 
monthly reports required by moet church groups. 

Moat of the Servica Tepartments seek to meintain a flle of 
pletures on individual chaplains, anid chapleins or servicazen encared 
in various relicious reloted antivities. The chaplain's jacket in 
the church Commission office usuelly contains biorsraphical information 
eveilable for promotional efforts. Whenever materials have been 
requested from the Amed Cervices or thelr own chaplains for a 
specific promotion project, such ag an enmnual offering, the Secretaries 
report the cooperation has been excaD.ent and the results good, 

Coneerning yablies they ware tzving to reach, ali. proups vere 
asked 2f they felt any resnansitilits for making the publie tn coneral 
aware of the spiritual needs of garvicemen, Most of the Secretaries 
seid they felt some resnonsitility te reach the cenerel public, bet 
felt that the work with their own denomination miat come first. 
Several felt that this was more the task of interdenominational croupe. 


The Lutheran Secretary stated that his office had sent copies of 
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their preeinduction training manual to the Selective Service Library, 
1 to other organigations which had requested them, 

Secretaries of Armed Services Committees feel that they are 
having sone success in reaching church leaders of the various boards 
and apeneies within the church, They have done this mainly through 
pergonal contact, and to a lesser extant through correspondences 

Pastors are the key to any leng range church program for 
ministering to young people facing military service, This group 
is the hardest to reach because there are too many to see personally 
even in group contacts, and they sre 211 receiving so much promotional 
literature that this somewhat new program gets lost in the slmffle. 

A survey of church communications problems, prepared by the Research 
and Survey Departaent of the National Council of Churches, reveals 
thet it is difficult to reach the church members if you cdo not first 
convinee the pastors. Because of this problem some church Amned 
Services departments are appealing directly to the parente. 

Another group the Chureh 4rmed Services Secretaries seck to work 
with is the young people in the Clurch Youth rellowships. ‘Some 
mathada used to reach college end seminary studente have already been 
mentioned. 

The primary theme, being used in presentation of the need in 


eennection with militery service is an emphasis of the problem. 





LO, COMMUNICATION, a survey conducted by Central Separtaent of 
ieseureh and Gurvey, National Council of Churches, New Yerk, 1955. 

















ee eee 
el 
Chen e anim! Ee in' 6 
ee ee! 6 ee, ee A A 
ore, ee = -——“—-—- ew me 
ee ow ee oe |! ee ee 

— ——— a = oe et oe oe 
FS = ee) a ee eS 
—xw—— ee © = <= -_ oo += 


te ee) ee a ei Crp 


oa a @ 4 ——— —— ob Ge caee Ac 








Sie ~——— +  — —- = 
— a. ee ee 
— eo - — . a 2 en 


=p __. CP '_—-_ i=” « ——> Smeg ye 
—————— eS ez f= — ee 
—— = ee eS —_— Se  — ae 


- - —.* —— a ©  — et lt 





— —_lli: Cm ee me ——= = — — aD 


° 


| 


= Fa 

Basic to the problem iz the newmesa of the fact that elmost every 
able bodied young aan, and many young women, will be serving in our 
Armed Services, when there is no shooting war in progress, It has 
been realistically estimated that if world tension continues 75% 
of American men between 20 and 30 vears of age may be in or may have 
been in the Armed Services, “So what happens to our young people 
in ailitary service is happening to America.“ surveys of high 
schools show that the prospect of militery service tops the list of 
311 probleme faced by high school boys. There is every indication 
that {t will continue to be a preblem for some time to come, The 
second part of the problem is seen in the fact that Selective Service 
people, doctors, chaplains and other officers of the military service 
are discovering that many young people are not emotionally or morally 
prepared for adjustaent to service life. 

Another major theme used in seeking to arouse the churches, 
4s that it presents religious groups en opportunity for a vitel 
ministry to the youth of our generation and for the future. Churches 
are challenged to utilise all their spiritual resources to properly 
prepare young people for military duty. An important point of the 
preparation is helping young people realise thet if they co overseas 
they are not only menbers of the Armed Forces tut anbessadors of 


good will for their chureh ag well as their country. It is pointed 





hi, "Builders of Faith," a Department of Defenge ublication, 1955, 
De lie 
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out that they are the largest group of Americane living close to 
Communist countriese The Comeunists are conducting a propexanda 
campaign to smear the reputation of our servicemen, ani in the long 
ron it mey be that the conduct ef our servicemen in other countries 
will have more to do with preserving peace and democracy than bombs 
and planes, 

The churches are challenged to go with the young men of our 
netion wherever they serve by furnishing their full quota of chaplains, 
“ho will be the long ora of the church ministering to its youth 
eway from home. Promotional material seeks to exalt the work of the 


chaplain as a missionary, a pastor, and a counsellor. 


Problems in Presenting the Needs 


There are some serious probleme involved in presenting the 
need, for an enlarged ministry for servicemen, to the churches, 
One of these is of course the churches general antipathy to wer 
and the militery service, or as the Keverend fussell Loesch, Secretary 
Armed Services, Congregational Christian, says, “An innate revulsion 
ezainst anything military.” Thies is a widespread American sentiment 
and is not limited to the churches but it is made more manifest by 
church pronouncements and policies. Practically every religious 
group in America has proclaimed its objections to the use of war as 
a means of settling international disputes. This is not to say that 
this repugnance to war is a bad thing. it is, on the contrary, 2 


gooe thing for America and for the world, and is ahered by many 
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Fh 
military leaders and certainly by most chaplains. This feeling does 
however, lead to negative attitudes toward, and a venereal lack of 
interest in, any program to provide a spiritual ministry to military 
personnel, This aversion is even more pronounced when the long term 
aspects of such a program ere etressed, 

Prejudiced and preconceived ideas concerning militery life and 
lsadership probably prevent some churches from promoting a prorran 
designed to minister to their young people in the service. it is 
peradoxical that some relisious leaders who abhor prejudice of all 
types and become greatly disturbed about the siereotyning of national 
or racial groups, are quite willing to accept a completely binsed 
view concerning our Armed Forces. An example of this is found in 
@ CHRISTIAN CENTURY editorial. entitled, ‘The Churches and ¥ilitary 
Service," when the editor writes of fearing forces which will 
“eventually produce a nation accustomed to think in Pentagon Patterns,” 
end of the "Pentagon's unappeasable hunger fer power, "2 No vreater 
figment of the public ieacinetion has developed since World War if, 
than the delusion concerning the so-called "Military Mind." s«ccording 
to this concept, which many religious leaders have glibly accepted, 
there is some sinister force hiding deep in the recesses of the 
Pentagon which plots against peace and the young people of America, 
Regardless of how wrong this idea aight be, it does affect to sone 





h2, CHRISTIAN CENTURY, August 10, 1953, ppe 917-919. 

















oO (ae. 
_ 


ow ok oe tad © Gee 
° =! even oem come! pels oe 
— le atte te © OR &— Le 


— 6S eee eee ee er 8 le es oe 








« <A 9 a TT ga te 
——_ ees Es es 
2 — © . ——== all 
oo —_é - a 


az —— «  -— e+e 





; _ & ~ ——s [zs 





é ous ° =I ene | a 





Ie 

degras any effort on the part of the church Armed Services departaents 
to interest the churches in colng more for service nerncnnel. Bat 
as Cheplein Scward 2, arp, Chief of Chaplains, U.5. Navy, seid in 
an addrese at Newport, H.t., “Sooner or later, some of our religious 
Leaders will have to realises thet those connected with and dedicated 
to public life are not 'a breed apart.'" “By and lerre,* Chaplain 
Karp continues “they ere just #s honerable, as highly motivated and 
religiously minded as those engaged in clyilien mrsuite, I know 
this for a fact because I see evidences of if constantly, ah3 

Another problem encountered, by those seeking to interest the 
churches in serving the servicemen, is the fact that human beings 
tend to be most concerned with the things, or people, physically 
oresent, The man away from home end church ere out of si.cht and 
are therefore apt to be out of mind, The multitude of other more 
pressing and demanding calle many times prevent the church leaders 
and pastors from having time to even think of the problems, much less 
do anything in the way of a prorram, The average pestor receives 
more promotional material then he can read snd more invitations to 
conferences then ha can possibly attend. Connected with thoes Sacra 
in the perochialian which too often forgets that there are sous 
members of the church who gre cut in the world serving their country. 


Meaching studenta preparing for the ministry with training 








13. THE MILITARY CHAPLAIN, Septamber-—October 1955, ne Lhe 
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in this field is difficult because the seminary's curriculua is so 
crowded now, ihat even where some professors would like to institute 
& course on the subject it cannot be done. Chaplain ©. W. Salisbury, 
Presbyterian, USA, says, "The colleges ere so vusy with their ow 
program that they do not realise the fact that this generation must 
fece militery service, whether they like it or note” 

Another problem involved in getting the churches to perform 
a ministry to service personnel ia thet sany churches have asswaed 
that if their denomination has supplied ite quota of chaplains their 
obligations are fulfilled. Publiciving the Militery Chaplain’s 
ninistry may have led some pastors to suppose thet, sines the 
Services are proviced with clergymen, there wes nothing left for the 
churches to do, The importance of the pre-minduction and returning 
home phases were overlooked. ir, Stewart Patterson, Mothodist, 
writes, “Youth going inte the Cervice is now routine; and only a 
comparatively few no'emergency' felt, or patriotic urce." This 


factor also adds to the difficulties of snintaining interest after 


a ten year period during which a modified draft has contimied, although 


technically we have teen at peace. 

Kelated to the problem referred te sbove is the erroneoue 
impression among Americans generslly that sinee current dreft calls 
ere snell only about one in ten young men will be called into the 
military service, Admiral Arthar vadforc, Cheirsan of the Joint 


Chiefs of Staff, however, in an April 6, 1956 speech, said inet 
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the young mon of America must recognize thet this view is wronr. 
Addressing the blennial convention of the Naiional Jewish Welfere 
Board, in New York City, Admiral Radford stated, "Our experiencs 
indieates that about four ovt of five of our young men, who ere not 
fathers, and who are otherwise vhysically and mentally qualified 
and available, can expect to enter mllitary service before they are 
26, %h5 

A very preetical probles, tnvelved in presenting the prorram, 
is the lack of funds end personnel, or es the Nationel Lutheran Osrvice 
Secretary says, "to cet the people “who have time and ability to mit 
out the proper effort into the type of publicity this requires." 
y, Marion J. Creecer, Secretary of the General Comission on 
Chapleins and Armed Forces Personnel, writes, “He do not have either 
the facilities, the staff or the resources necessary" for a thorough 
going promotional program. He glso states that the "Diverel fied 


denominational structures ond crectices.e,meke liaison difficult." 


Some CVreeent Proprans of Fromotion 


In spite of the obstecles encountered, the Armed Services 
Departments of the churches are carrying forward plens for inforning 
or motivating their constituency conesrning their responsibility 


to youth, In general the plens include doing more of whet they ore 














uSe WAVY TIMYS, April lh, 1956, pe be 
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100 
now doing which is proving effective. Some of these methods are 
discussed below. 

Since the bureau of Service to itilitary Personnel of the 
Wational Lutheran Council serves eight denominations, the program 
of Secrotary Midboe is, “Aimed at vetting the leaders in each of 
these becles to see their responsibilities in this matter." 
"Consequently," he writes, "very month personally type-written 
letters go out to 10 synod and church presidents informing them 
about the latest aspects of the churches ministry to the Armed 
Forces. I feel this is far superior to general information in our 
periodicals which of necessity has to be of a different nature." 

Dy. Marion d. Creager, General Comaission, who deals with 
37 church bodies which are members of the Commission and six other 
cooperating churches and agencies, writes that they plan to utilize 
to the fullest their personal contacts in all of these groups. 
Eventually they plan for “greatly increased field work,” on the part 
of their staff. He also says that they have formed a "program 
acvisory board, mace up of responsible denominational progrem 
executives, This board will give us guicence on the development 
of program materials and resourcee." This bosrd, composed of ten 
mon from nine ciiferent denominations held ite first meeting on 
17 and 18 January 1955. In the future the Board itself will aret 
once 2 year in Janusry, and has organised an executive comittee 


to meet on call, in the interim, ‘Some of the menbers represent 
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mL Lm 
the programaing agencies of the churches and others represent the 
editorial anc currlioulum agencies, Heverend Joseph C, Cana, Director 
of the Department of Ministry to Armed Forces Personnel, writes 
that he believes the Hoard will contribute oa great deal in the years 
to cose in defining a program. 

Dre Ee le Ackiss, Secretary Hilitary Personnel, Southern 
Baptist Convention, writes that he has sent materials to the some 
25,000 pastors and associate pestorsa, and to the Helietous Hducation 
leaders on the Convention and state levels, A pamphlet entitled 
"Soldier Without Arms" was published by this office in March 1956, 
Aimed at parents, it will be given wide circulation throughout the 
Southern Eaptist Convention, He hes vieited seminaries, teaching 
classes in several, and has also visited in colleges, He is beginning 
work with the Haptiet Student Union (which is assigning a man to 
gervicemen's work), and has attended two of their retreats. Ur. Ackiss 
plans contimiuing emphesis on Sumusy and week-end conferences with 
church youth groups to demonstrate methoda which may be used for 
pre-induction education classes. 

Russell T. Loesch, Congregational Christian Armed Cervices 
Secretary, also pians Sumaer conference work with young people on 
this subject. he was atle to get an active duty military chaplein 
to serve as the chaplain for the next Anmual Conference of ris Churchy 
and is planning a lerge exhibit which will be used in connection 


with thie conference. 
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A unique experiment in building better understending between 


denominational leaders and the chaplains ministry with far reaching 


potentialities, took place in Septesber 1955, The Uxecutive Committee 


of the Southern faptist Convention invited representative cheplains 


to attend the Promotional rlanmning Conference in Nashville, Tennessee, 


The chaplaints work and the churches wainistry to the Armed Forces 
was presented in the fora of a panel and was the first item on the 
program, /:5 

ALL of the Armed Services Departaents are seeking to interest 
thelr ieyeen's group in ministering to ailitary personnel. It ia 
Pelt that this program would furnish the leyaen of the charches 
with a worthwidle project, anc that it will utilize the talents of 
marry oxesexrviceuen in the churches. Another reason is thet pastors 
and other church leadere co not always have the time to devote to 
this new program on a continuing besis,. Come Cecretarles have 
srranged tours of military bases for their lay leaders to acquaint 
them wlth what is being done for the welfare of service personnels 

iy, Stewart Pattergon, Hethodist, writes thet they plan, 
"Increased publicity, and, "Stepped up cooperative programs among 
top level agencies of the Churche" Hest of the Secretaries contactad 
gay they plen to continse and where possible inerease the publicity 
in this field, but mest of them agree thet personal contacts and 





L6, GHAPLAINS ESWSLETTIR, Southern Beptist Convention, February 1955. 
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followeup are necessary to make the publicity most eflective, 


Vromotional Possibtiitice Through Other Organizations 


in this chapter we have pointed out that a long range proaotion 
program, concerning the epiritual aspecte of military service, is 
needed on a denominational and an interdenominational basis, It is 
also felt that much could be accomplished toward informing local 
church aenbers, and motivating them to section, if there could be 
more cooperation between churches and some of the following zroups. 

One ageney with which the Protestant Churches need greater 
cooperation is the United Services Organizetion. The Cathelic and 
Jewish groups are well represented in the USO by the National 
Catholic Community Services and the Jewish Welfare Board, Yfrotestant 
clurches as such are not represented, although the Selvation Army, 
YMCA, and TOA, who are member ageneles of the USO, are Protestent 
4n background, The probeble reason for this is that the US6's mein 
purpose has been considered recreational in cheracter and this 
aspect. of Protestant life has bean represented by the YMCA and YeoA, 
A study of the U50 ByewLaws however, reveals that the purpose of the 
J30 is to provide a means of serving, “The religious, spiritual, 
social, welfare and educational nseds of the men and women of the 


Aymed Forces, "47 siany leaders in the USO area interested in having 





uve UO Prograg Activities Committee, "The Ideal Aeligious Prograa 
of a USO Club" (Italics by the writer) p. l. 
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@ more adequate and cosprehensive religious programa for USO Centers. 

The development of a better ?rotestant religious program in 
connection with USO ectivities could be creatly facilitated through 
more direct and official participation of a representative Protestant 
group or croupe. For one thing it would strengthen the hand of 
Protestant workers in USO Centers who would like to effect a stronger 
Protestant religious program, It would also serve to remind local 
Protestant Councils of churches and pastors of their responsibilities 
in providing a spiritual ninistry in connection with U50 in their 
Comunity, It micht be argued that this idea would merely introduce 
@ third party into the situation which might dilute the dynamic 
relationship between the churches and the servicemen, On the other 
hand, the churches could consider this as another opportunity to 
express their spiritual concern for service personnel which vould 
result in an even more dynamic relationship, In some ways 1% becones 
2 question of whether Protestant Church laaders want to criticise 
the USO for a lack of spiritual emphasis in their prorram, or whether 
the churchnen will take the time and expand the effort necessary to 
provide a worthwhile religious program, 

Protestant clergysen do serve on the JOO Board of Directors 
and some have worked on special pmjects both on national and local 
levels. Dre Koswell P, Barnes, Associate General Secretary of the 
National Council of Ohurehes is s member of the Board and has been 


quite active in its affaires. Mr, Louis J. Meillette of the YMCA 
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represontad the U0 in the meetings of the Cooperative Commitive on 
Hintetry to 4ilitary rersonnel in the iar last already descrlbud. 
Nevertheless, it is the writers personal opinion that euch could bs 
accomplished through a closer cooperation and more oiriclal representae 
tion of eitimr, the Khaidonal Counell of Unurches, er the Uoneral 
Commission om Chaplains anc 4rmed torces Yrersonnel, or both, The 
recently organised Public kelations Cepartwent of the O10 offers 
possibilities for the development of a long range promotion progrem 
pertaining to the spirituel needs of military Personnel, not only 
Yor Frotestants but for ali vaiths, thas bringing about ¢ greater 
understanding and more support from the public in general. In April 
1956 this department put on a promotion campaign, not for funda, bat 
to msducete the public concarning USO, They asked churches, among 
other agencies, te aseist in this canpaign. 

Another area where more cooperstion in this matter ia needed 
Ss catween the churches and nchoole and colleges, SLecause of the 
more direet control possible, such aore is being done in catholic 
Parochial ochools in the preeinduction orientation preparatery to 
milliery service, his need is, of course, closely related to the 
whole problem of religious and ia¢ral training in our public schools. 
Educators ln high schools and Ctate Colleges have expressed consider= 
avle interest in the Araed forces Gharecter GColcance frogram, since 
it holds some hope for a similar moral education progran for pubiie 


schools by avoiding the Church and State fasue, It ia in this 
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realm that much more could be accomplished throuch greater cooperation 
ef all charch croups with the school officials, Pastore should discuss 
with Public School officials the posvyibllity of preeinduction train~ 
ing in the schools for iiigh School students, Where euch procrans 
heve been instituted, pastors might be called upon to explain the 
moral and apiritual sepecta of military life. J 

Consultation detween officers of city or state councils of 
churches and Publie School authorities could yleld several positive 
results, If the high schools heave no program of pre-induction 
education or counseling for those facing military service the council 
might offer to assist in establishing such a progrem, The American 
Soeial Hygiene Association has prepared an excellent book entitled 
"Preinduction Health and Human Relations" desicned to aid teachers 
and others who are seeking to help young people to face problens 
involved in facing military service, School officiala would probably 
appreciate the assistance of a qualified clergyman who could lead 
the discussion on thet section of this beok called "Spiritual Health 
and Nevelopment."48 Another possibility is the setting up of classes 
or discussion groups for Protestants, especially seniors, fecing 
military service after recular school hours. Arrangements sisilar 
to those used for Weekelay Church Schools might be made with public 
acheol officials, Here arain little could he done in this regard 








Bre 


LB. Ee EN, Sweeney and R, £. Dickerson, PREINDUCTION HUCALTH And 
WOMAN RELATIONS, Americen Social Hygiene Association, New York, 
Ne Ye, 1953, Pe BB 
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except on en interdenouinational, or perhaps in thie instence an 
intere-faith baslee 

service clubs such as Rotary, Lions, and Aiweanis could be 
helpful in passing on the concern of church leaders for service 
personnel to the communities of America. Yrastors and Laymen who 
have become convinced of the need for a spiritual ministry to ailitery 
personnel and who are meabers of such Clubs should teke aciventace of 
avery opportumity to let cther members know the seriousnegs of this 


situation. 


The Boy Seouts, YaGAla, and siailar youth groupe offer possibilities 


in comection with preeinduction training, The Ansed Forces have 
closely cooperated with Scouting groups for many years as 3 matter of 
general orientation concerning military life, Churches could 
emphasise the morel aspecta of service life by closer sooreration 
with Seouting orgenizationgs, and through chureh aponsored troopse 

The Veteran's Organizations through their meny poste offer 
outlets for ereating mors concern for the moral welfare of youth 
in conneetion with their military eervice, The Lesion's "Zack to 
Ged" campaign revealed some interest and potentielities in this 
regard, if instead of merely criticizing Veterans croupe for 
politically seexing material benefits, church leaders would properly 
educate their church laymen who are veterans, then these organizations 
might develop a deeper spiritual concern for servicenen. 


One veterans group, The ‘ilitery Chapleing Association, has 
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been very active in this field and has sought to arrange conferences 
for paretits, chsplains, educators, and church leaders to increage 
their interest in doing wore for youth facing wilitary life. They 
have prepared a one act play, available for use in churches, which 
Grematiszes the religious procrana provided for the various feithe in 
all branches of the service snd how it relates to the family end 
church at homes, 

The Public Relations Society of America, and the National 
Advertising Counell have undertaken such projects as Religion in 
American Life for the clurches, “9 and "Mail Call" for the Arued 
Forces and uS0.° fpusiness in its publie relations vorogram has al.cwm 
interest in ouch matters as conserving natural resources, collee 
education, and safety campaiens. The proper approach on a cooperative 
basis sy relipzicus groups might interest American Business and Laber 
groups in the program for conserving the moral anc spiritual values 
for American young people as they defend our country, reprerent us 
as ambassadors abroad, and returmm to beeone the leaders of tomorrow, 

Soma may fnxel that any cooperation with "secular" groups, such 
as USO, Seouts, Veterans Organizations, or industry, *111 conpronise 
the challenge of the churches, but we should not so nistrust the 


vitality and strength of the Charch, that we cannot use every possible 








9. "Prosident Eisenhower Comends MIAL, ATIONAL COUNCIL, OUTLOOK, 
Noveaber 1953, 
S). “$50 Heil Cell Campaign, 1953—5hL, Year ind Meport." 
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means 40 let its coneern be known to all. 

Mans may queation the need fer promoting the churches presram 
for serving youth in connection with militery duty, when the hopes 
for disersement seam to be wore hopefal than at any time since 1915. 
It is this very development howaver, which tends to make people feel 
thet we need not be concerned about serving personnel in the Amned 
Forces since the draft might soon be over and most servicemen may 
retuyn home. ‘The fact remains that many are entering, serving, and 
comins home from military service, and until today's hopes have 
become an actuality the churches must not only contime, but enhence 


ite ministry to them. 
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Through the years the Churches of America have ministered to 
military personnel, and have risen to the oceasion in times of 
national emergencies, ‘ihe let up in peace time is not Limited to 
churches, but ie true of all organisations serving servicemon, There 
is a need however, in these cays when it is necessary to maintain 
a comparatively large militery force, that the churches should have 
2 Long renge program to deal with epiritual and moral implications 
of this new factor in American life, fe have discussed some of tie 
functional and some of the promotional aspects of this probieom as 
far ae the Protestant Churches are concerned, ‘There are several 
precautionary matters which should also be considered. eae mat 
avoid civing any Uspression that the churches are endorcing a military 
program or buildeup as such, ihe major emphasie for the charches 
should be upon a ministry to men going into the service, and upon 
their return, in other words upon the civilian aspects, at the same 
time remenbering the men and women who are away from hom. 

Most churches are opposed to tiniversal iilitary Training, end it 
may appear to some that a long renge plan similar to that which we 
have been discussing would be approving or fostering such @ progran 
ef training. informing churches of the need for the type of ministry 
descrited, however, doag not necessarily mean doing any of these 


things, but simply recogmising that where there is a nead concerning 
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«Lil 
people the churches sould winister, frticles in the CHLIOCTIAR crnranyph 
BATTOMNAL COONCTL OUTLOOK, 52 ond other Protestant perLecicals indicate 
that some sho are the moat strongly opposed to Universal 4ilitary 
Training are yet aware of the need for chaplains to minister to men 
away froa home in the ailitery service, and for tha church to 
mgintain ite ministry before, curing, anc after duty in the Armed 
POreess 

hecognising the possibility of rizconeeptione arising from a 
vigcsrous progrem cf prowtion, ani the mame preblems involved in 
presenting these neede duce not mean however, that we should have 
less discussion but mors iknowledce and understanding concerning 
this nintatery which so vitally affscts the witness of the chirches 


in today's world, 
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CHMISTIAB CENTURY, April 8, 1953. 
Foatnotes 12 and 13. 
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